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elder .Richardson, coupled witii nis superior under- 
standing, and " his remarkable integrity of heart and 
manners," served to recommend him to the special 
notice of several persons of rank, among whom were 
the Duke of Monmouth and the first Earl of Shaftes- 
bury. The favour with which he was regarded by 
these exalted patrons seems however to have become 
eventually a danger rather than a distinction, since 
on "the decollation of the first-named unhappy noble- 
man," Mr. Richardson, senior, " to his great detriment," 
found himself constrained to give up his London busi- 
ness, and retire to the unnamed retreat in Derbyshire 
where, with three more out of a total of nine children, 
his famous son was born. 1 Mrs. Barbauld is perhaps 
right in concluding that he must have entered more 
deeply into the political views of the decollated noble- 
inan than he oared to admit, and that it is to this 
circumstance, rather than to any false pride in con- 
nection with the obscurity of his origin, that the 
persistent reticence of the novelist as to his place of 

1 Mr. Malcolm Kingsley Macmillan, who meditated a Life of 
Richardson, made every effort to discover this place. About 
1885, Mr. Macmillan advertised repeatedly in the now defunct 
Derby and Derbyshire Gazette, offering a reward to any parish 
clerk who would supply conclusive evidence upon the point, but 
no information was obtained. 
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to be educated at Christ's Hospital with, very modest 
results. 1 

Of Bichardson's school days, however, whether at 
Christ's Hospital or elsewhere, we know nothing save 
what he himself has told us. But he must clearly have 
been born with that bias which Emerson regarded as a 
man's crowning boon from fortune. He was to succeed 
as a story-teller, and he is a story-teller " e'en from his 
boyish days." " I recollect," he says, " that I was early 
noted for having invention. I was not fond of play, as 
other boys ; my school-fellows used to call me Serious 
and Gravity ; and five of them particularly delighted 
to single me out, either for a walk, or at their father's 
houses, or at mine, to tell them stories, as they phrased 
it. Some I told them, from my reading, as true ; 
others from my head, as mere invention; of which 
they would be most fond, and often were affected by 
them. One of them particularly, I remember, was for 
putting me to write a history, as he called it, on the 
model of Tommy Pots ; I now forget what it was, only 
that it was of a servant-man preferred by a fine young 
lady (for his goodness) to a lord, who was a libertine. 
All my stories carried with them, I am bold to say, an 
useful moral." 

Mrs. Barbauld points out that a subsequent translator 
of Pamela and Clarissa, M. Prevost, the author of Manon 
Lescaut, was wont in like manner to amuse the Car- 
thusians of his convent with stories of his contriving ; 
though it may be doubted whether these were of the 



matter is still very doubtful ; for against Leigh Hunt 
must lie placed the statement of Mr. Bridgen that " it is certain 
that he [Richardson] was never sent to a more respectable 
seminary " than "a private grammar school " in Derbyshire. 
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8 SAMUEL, KUJJtiAKDaUJN [CHAP. 

" dangled after his mistress, with the great gilt Bible 
under his arm, to St. Bride's, on a Sunday, brought 
home the text, repeated the divisions of the discourse, 
dined at twelve, and regaled, upon a gaudy day, with 
buns and beer at Islington, or Mile-End" like his 
crop-eared fellow in Foote's Minor no biographer 
has told us. It may, nevertheless, be safely asserted 
that he did not, like Hogarth's Thomas Idle, tear his 
'Prentice's Guide, and peruse instead the profane broad- 
side ballads of what Gent calls the "wide-mouthed, 
stentorian hawkers." On the contrary, there is good 
ground, as we shall see presently, for concluding that, 
like Francis Goodchild, he duly shared his hymn- 
book at church with his master's daughter, and other- 
wise foreshadowed and anticipated the career of that 
excellent and exemplary young man. 

But although, in Mr. Wilde's shop, the " stream ran 
by his lips" to use Mrs. Barbauld's poetical figure 
he did not, during his probation, find it very easy to 
gratify his thirst for reading. "I served," he says 
of his apprenticeship, "a diligent seven years to it; 
to a master who grudged every hour to me that 
tended not to his profit, even of those times of leisure 
and diversion, which the refractoriness of my fellow- 
servants obliged him to allow them, and were usually 
allowed by other masters to their apprentices. I stole 
from the hours of rest and relaxation, my reading 
times for improvement of my mind; and, being 
engaged in correspondence with a gentleman, greatly 
my superior in degree, and of ample fortune, who, 
had he lived, intended high things for me ; these were 
all the opportunities I had in my apprenticeship to 
carry it on. But this little incident I may mention; 
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I took care that even my candle was of iny own pur- 
chasing, that I might not, in the most trifling instance, 
make my master a sufferer (and who used to call me 
the pillar of his house) and not to disable myself by 
watching or sitting-up, to perform my duty to him 
in the day time." The unknown gentleman's letters, 
it appears subsequently, related mainly to his own 
travels and transactions ; he was " a master of the 
epistolary style," and his curious fancy for corre- 
sponding with a city printer's apprentice who wanted 
practice in pen-craft, might have supplied the Philos- 
opher Square with a fresh illustration of the " eternal 
fitness of things." Eventually the gentleman died, 
depriving his young friend of a valuable patron ; and 
by request, the letters, on both sides, were burned. 
But, as far as Richardson was concerned, they served 
their turn by giving readiness and fluency to his 
natural habit of the peu. They may even have done 
more. "Early familiar Letter-writing," he said later 
in Clarissa, "is one of the greatest openers and 
improvers of the mind that man or woman can be 
employed in." 

If his apprenticeship began in 1706 and lasted seven 
years, it must have come to an end in 1713. For five 
or six years more he continued to work as a compositor 
and corrector of the press, and part of the time as an 
overseer. Then, in 1719, he took up his freedom, and 
began business as a master printer in an unidentified 
court in Elect Street, filling his spare time by the prep- 
aration for the booksellers of prefaces, indexes, and 
what he terms vaguely "honest dedications." It is 
probably to this occupation that we owe the elaborate 
Collection of the Moral and Instructive Sentiments, etc., 



to the lady, was Mrs. Barbauld's original statement, 
although some recent authorities, relying on. Nichols's 
Literary Anecdotes, have preferred to believe that his 
father-in-law was one Alliugton Wilde of Clerkenwell. 
But Richardson's latest biographer. Miss Clara Thom- 
son, has shown conclusively that, as is moreover 
apparent from Richardson's will, Allington Wilde was 
his brother-in-law, and that his wife, Martha Wilde, to 
whom, by the registers of Charterhouse Chapel, he was 
married on the 23rd Xovember 1721, was the daughter 
of John Wilde of Aldersgate Street and Martha A. 
Allington, after whom Mrs. Richardson's brother was 
no doubt named. 

"It's not Mrs. Brown that lies there," writes 
Thackeray's Brown the Elder, explaining dolefully 
to Brown the Younger that a certain sarcophagus at 
Funehal does not enclose his late aunt's remains. Prob- 
ably Martha Wilde, too, had predecessors, although 
we need perhaps scarcely go as far as to conclude 
with Miss Thomson that Richardson's marriage was 
" prompted mainly by prudential considerations." But 
from a sentimentalist, sentiment must be expected, 
and in a later letter to a correspondent, he more than 
hints at previous love-affairs, which, apart from the 
fact that, owing to his bashfulness, they seem always 
to have originated with the weaker sex, had also the 
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drawback of being generally impracticable. " A pretty 
ideot," he writes, " was once proposed, with very high 
terms, his [Richardson's] circumstances considered; 
her worthy uncle thought this man [R. again] would 
behave compassionately to her. A violent Roman 
Catholic lady was another, of a line fortune, a zealous 
professor ; whose terms were (all her fortune in her 
own power a very apron-string tenure ! ) two years' 
probation, and her confessor's report in favour of his 
being a true proselyte at the end of them. Another, 
a gay, high-spirited, volatile lady, whose next friend 
offered to be his friend, in fear of her becoming the 
prey (at the public places she constantly frequented) 
of some vile fortune-hunter. Another there was whom 
his soul loved; but with a reverence Hush! Pen, 
lie thee down ! " And then comes what the writer 
elsewhere describes as "an interrupting sigh," and " a 
short abruption." Mrs. Barbauld, who thinks that 
the " violent Roman Catholic lady " may have given 
the first hint of Clementina in Sir Charles Grandison, 
adds that the tender circumstances last hinted at were 
supposed by the novelist's friends to be obscurely 
shadowed out in TJie History of Mrs. Beaumont, which 
she prints at the end of her fifth volume, and which 
Richardson could never relate without a certain sus- 
picious animation. But his personal love-affairs, as far 
as they have been revealed to us, possess but slender 
biographical importance, and certainly lack the element 
of romance which he was able to infuse into his 
stories. 

Beyond the births successively of six children, all of 
whom but one, a boy, died in infancy, there is little to 
chronicle in Richardson's life for the next few years. 



son, whose name, fortunately for himself, did not 
appear, since an information was speedily lodged 
against the publisher in regard to Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6 
as being more than >'' common libels." It is suggested 
by Xiehols in his Literary Anecdotes that 2fo. 6, which 
refers, among other things, to the Bishop of Eochester, 
may have been written by Richardson himself. But 
Wharton's biographer, Mr. J. B. Bobinson, plainly 
attributes it to \Yharton; and it is extremely irnprob- 
aiik' that Richardson's cautious, and even timorous 
nature would have permitted him to put pen to any 
performance of the kind. It is still more improbable 
that the obscure printer of TJie True Briton, with which, 
moreover, he prudently severed his connection at the 
above-mentioned sixth number, could ever have been 
[Hi really intimate terms with the brilliant and witty 
profligate, whose portrait after Jervas, coupled with 
" His Grace's PROTEST against the Bill for Inflicting 
certain Pains and Penalties on Francis late Lord 
Bishop of Rochester," was at the time in all the print- 
shops : and who, two years later, left England for 
t-ver. Yet not only has it been suggested that Richard- 
>"tt had special opportunities for studying refined 
lilfrtinism in the person of Wharton, but that he 
obtained a sufficient acquaintance with his character to 
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make him, a quarter of a century later, the prototype 
of Robert Lovelace. This surely can be no more than 
the exaggeration of the desire which, must find an 
original for everything. That certain lines of Pope's 
character of Wharton in the Epistle to Lord Cobham, 
and notably 

" Women and Fools must like him or lie dies " 

might be applied to Clarissa's betrayer, is no doubt 
true ; but they might also be applied with equal truth 
to Howe's Lothario (a much more likely model for 
Lovelace!) or to the Don Juan of Moliere. When 
Richardson drew his cold-blooded hero, Wharton had 
been dead for seventeen years ; and he him self had been 
studying human nature in too many places to need to 
fall back upon his recollections of a meteoric rake of 
quality, whom he may never even have encountered in 
the flesh. For what knowledge does the anonymous 
setter-up of treasonable political matter obtain of the 
writer who prepares the "copy"! One has only to 
turn to the life of another, though perhaps humbler, 
contemporary printer, Thomas Gent of York, to note 
with what meticulous precautions, about this very 
time, this same Bishop of Rochester to whom reference 
has been made, surrounded the issue of a private 
pamphlet. Gent never knew who his employer was, 
until he afterwards recognised him on his way to the 
Tower as a prisoner. 

In 1724 Richardson moved from Fleet Street into 
Salisbury Square, or, as it was then called, Salisbury 
Court, where he occupied a house " in the centre " 
of the Court now no longer in existence. Oddly 
enough the next circumstance to be recorded in 
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K;^'I:.-h, Latin, Greek, ana lieorew. r>ui, 
:. f ^'id a better friend than either Wharton 
\V.xjiif,iil iu Arthur Onslow, the Speaker of 
, ,f i ', -li.inons, through whom he was employed 
> Journals of the House, a first instalment 
-:x volumes of which he duly completed. 
*- .s.-riiis to have had a benevolent regard for 
,>-, u::-i frequently entertained him at that 
l'.-i^r or !ml>er Court by the Mole at Thames 
i;rh hH had ac^uin-d in 1720 on his marriage 
, r.ri'i^s. But, as Mrs. Barbauld pertinently 
i^liie regards are sometimes more easily 
an !:if>ney from the court end of the town. 
:.->t fiu-1 this branch of his business the one 
.ifd him the quickest returns. He thus 
i.i I'rMi.l Aarou Hill: As to my silence, I 
at i-^if time exceedingly busy in getting 
vuI:s:-]--5 of Journals, to entitle myself to a 
h;-h yet I never had, no, not to the value 
th .nigh the debt is upwards of three 
ids, and though I have pressed for it, 
iively pressed for the want of it.' " His 
inter of the Journals of the House of 
t, nevertheless, have brought him work 
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On the 25th. January 1731, Martha Richardson died, 
her death being hastened by the death of one of her 
children, perhaps the "boy William, who lived to be 
four years old. In the following year Richardson 
married Elizabeth Leake, sister of James Leake, a 
bookseller at Bath, and no doubt the " J. Leake," whose 
name appears, with, those of Rivington and John 
Osborn, on the title-page of the book known generally 
as the Familiar Letters. By his second wife he had 
several daughters, four of whom, Mary, Martha, Anne, 
and Sarah, as will be seen hereafter, survived their 
father. A " promising boy," Samuel, was born in 1739 
and died in 1740. Richardson seems to have been an 
affectionate father, and his many bereavements did 
not tend to improve his health, or diminish his nervous 
sensibility. From 1736 to 1737 he was the printer of 
the Daily Journal, and in 1738 of the Daily Gazetteer. 
In the former of these years he was also appointed 
printer to a so-called " Society for the Encouragement 
of Learning," which, among other things, was intended 
to make authors independent of publishers. But even 
a ducal President, titled Trustees, and a paid Secretary 
were ineffectual to float the enterprise, and it eventu- 
ally collapsed for want of a Besant to keep it going. 

" He, they say, who is not handsome by Twenty, 
strong by Thirty, wise by Forty, rich by Fifty, will 
never be either handsome, strong, wise, or rich." Thus 
writes Richardson at p. 92 of the Familiar Letters. At 
this date, the question of strength and good looks had, 
in his case, long been settled. He was a weakly and 
nervous valetudinarian, already wedded to a special 
diet. As to wisdom, he had learned a good deal of 
prudence and common sense in his business 5 and in 



spite of deferred Government payments, must havo 
been, at fifty, his ago in 173<), woll-to-do and c.om- 
fortable as to his means. Already ho had bi'gun, after 
the fashion of the prosperous e.iti'/o.us of his day, to 
indulge himself with a country rRsidunoo, t,o which, 
like the tradesman in No. xxxiii. oG the (fonnnis- 
seur, he retired from Saturday to Monday. One of tho 
unpublished letters addressed to him in July 1,7,'>(>, 
speaks of a retreat called Oorncy Hovuso, whioh may 
have "been a house of that name by tho watoi-wido at; 
Chiswick, and may also havo boon iu some other 
suburb. But in 1739 ho took a IOUKO ol; part of 
another house, then in tho open country, closo to 
Hammersmith turnpike; and now known a.s No. lit 
(formerly No. 49), The Grange, North Kud Road, 
IPulham. The Grange had originally boon built about 
1714 by a certain John, or Justice tfmilh, on tho HI to 
of two cottages dating from tho timo of UharleH II. 
It consisted of two houses, in tho northcnuno.st of 
which Justice Smith lived until his death in 17Ho, at; 
which time the other, or south house, wan occupied 
jointly by the Countess of Ranolagh (widow of tho 
first Earl of Eanelagh) and a Mr. Sanuu'.l Vauderplunk, 
often mentioned in Richardson's lottorn. Kiohard.son, 
as already stated, took up his rosidoncuj in tho North 
House in 1739. It was well arranged and roomy (ho 
says in one of his letters that lio could nmko ten bods, 
and give guests a separate parlour); and, a to its 
environment, naturally far less hedged in by building 
than it is at present. Tho annual rout ho paid to 
Mr. Vaiiderplank was twenty-live pounds. At, tho 
back of the house was a pleasant garden, whioh con- 
tained an historical grotto or summcr-hotiHO, whm-o, as 
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i(:i present appearance. Tim name, Tito (Iran^e, dadon 
from lS,'!(i, What, its first; name was, and what; ('.spe- 
cially was its name when, from IT.'li) do 17/1-1, ids tenant 
was Richardson, have not been ascertained. One of 
the- novelist's corrc.siionfUind.s, a Mr. Rnich, of Ijcip/.i^ 
wlui must. have. visiU-tl him towards thn close, of hin 
truancy, .since lu> n-frrs to A'/r Chnt'h'x (ti'ttndimm sus 
alrtsuly existent - speaks of it as u Sclby Houses "; I mi; 
an thi.s is t.lic, house, in which tlit^ Mis.s Byron t>l' tho 
novel spend her gii'lhood, id is doubtful whether it wan 
inure than a playful appellation. Such an it was, how- 
aver, dim northern half of Tim (Irantfu was Richardson 1 !-! 
country home for fifteen, years, or until he. inove.d do 
I'ar.sou'.H (Jrcen. IIu kept our ntaid-servani; thorc. all 
tln year round; he send others do stay thorn when 
they were out of health; and JIM ho ^row older, ho 
lived theru himself for much longer poriod.s than dim 
mere \veok-cnd.s which had at Iir.st been tho limits of 
his e.Hoape from the bustle, of Salisbury (lonrt. 1 

1 'i'lt^ (iriui>;i>, itfii'r olluM* tiuuittts, WIIH, fnuu IK(i7 (<i IKilK, 
th n'Kiili'ttfi' nf Sir K. Httrni<-JiitioH, Fiiirl., th tltstlnKiilHlwl 
jmlulnr. It IN MOW in thn or.r.uiuilhm of Mr. Kalrfus Murray' 
Many "f the aliDVi* jiiirtKulurn UH to the lilslni'y of Ihn UHUHO 
aro dofivftl fnuu vol. ii. of tKn (xluiUHt.lv() I''ut'i<tni Old itiul Nf.ut 
ut Mr, Clmrli-M JIIIUCH Kw.l, IWKJ, 




When, in 1739, Richardson took his Hammersmith 
h< >:;:*, he had, notwithstanding his advanced age, done 
hiti*' ::i literature .save the dedications and indexes 
to which reference has been made. It is probable, 
however, that, about this time, he was already occupied 
hi cditinjr, fur the above-mentioned Society for the 
KM-.'unaenit'iit of Literature, a part of the correspon- 
'i-n^e of Sir Thomas Roe relating to his embassy to 
tiit? Ottuiiifia Porte. But it is to 1739 that belongs 
the book which undoubtedly prompted Pamela, and 
'.vhieh partly from its having fallen into neglect, 
.iud partly also from the perhaps intentionally vague 
'.v.ty iu which he himself speaks of a production 
h:s subsequent successes made him willing to forget 
has sometimes been confused with Pamela itself. 
Iu 1730, two of his particular friends, Mr. Charles 
iiivingtn!; of St. Paul's Churchyard, and Mr. John 
< blom of Paternoster Row, invited him to prepare for 
t;.r;a -a little volume of Letters, in a common style, 
i.'ii su';h subjects as might be of use to those country 
:>aders. who were unable to indite for themselves. 
\\ iii it be any harm, said I, in a piece you want to be 
written so low, if we should instruct them how they 
tiimk and act in common cases, as well as 
They were the more urgent with me to begin 
le volume for this hint. I set about it. ... " 
ho point, both for clearness' sake and the 
-'f t.f misconception, it will be well to adopt 
iLuifs plan of "'a short abruption," and go on 
wit tin story of the volume initiated by Messrs. 
' sK.ru and Kiviuirton. With these model letters, as 
already stated, originated the idea of Richardson's 
t;r< i li(V ei of Pamela. It is true that they were not 
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published until a few -weeks after Pamela had appeared; 
but as they undoubtedly preceded that book in con- 
ception, and probably in execution, they may legiti- 
mately be treated first. They appeared in January 
1741 (Pamela having been issued in the preceding 
November), and their full title is as follows : Letters 
written to and for particular Friends, on the most im- 
portant Occasions. Directing not only the requisite Style 
and Forms to be observed in writing Familiar Letters ; 
but how to think and act justly and prudently, in the 
common Concerns of Human Life. The title moreover 
states that the volume contains "One Hundred and 
Seventy -three Letters, None of which were ever before 
Published"; and it was "printed for C. Rivington, 
in St. Paul's Churchyard ; J. Osborn, in Pater-noster 
Row; and J. Leake, at Bath" this last, no doubt, 
being Richardson's brother-in-law. The price was two 
shillings and sixpence, and the Gentleman's Magazine, 
in which it is advertised, reproduced, at page 34 of 
its eleventh volume, one of the letters " Advice to 
a Friend against going to Law " (No. 144). Mr. Urban 
gives no hint as to the author, whose " Preface " lays 
stress upon his having, among other things, devoted 
exceptional attention to the details of discreet court- 
ship and the disadvantages of ill-considered matrimony. 
" Orphans, and Ladies of independent Fortunes, he [the 
compiler] has particularly endeavour'd to guard against 
the insidious Arts of their flattering and selfish Depen- 
dents, and the clandestine Addresses of Fortune-hunters, 
those Beasts of Prey, as they may well be called, who 
spread their Snares for the innocent and thoughtless 
Heart." The management of this final metaphor is 
not perhaps of the happiest. As we have seen, how- 



t , ;;. ;.- ,,.-.' ,f the "high-spirited volatile lady" 

-,;:.; t- u.arrv the author, the eighteenth- 

. rv , ,. ; ;;, .J,;;;.:,.!- was distinctly a danger to be 

1; .,'. -.;;.- :; atTiirs of the heart naturally occupy 
.;,.;,;;,'".,. j ,::: n uf the FnnifUnr Letters, we 
. _ ; ;;,;.;;;.,. hA-r.i tliat there can be few coin pliea- 
;.-. :.r. -.... :';,:.! t':.*- undisciplined employment of 
..,* r.r ;;. -.-, l.i.-u - r ,. Jt-t't untreated, many of these 
v. .-. ::*--r:i:i'-..-s .-li-w clearly that, from his Fleet 
:-, > " -!. . I^-hiii'.i.s-.in had looked not unintelligently 
Indeed, in regard to the question 
it might almost be conjectured 
- was still smarting under an unfavourable 
.1 c .ri.-iav. Ht-re is the close of his epistle 
. .I .-: iit:-aut : '' Then you may be plung'd 
.- ;..;:tr.:;:l.-.rs Gulf of Chancery, where you 
\:".':L i'.:;*s and Answers, containing Hundreds 
*-. .r. f-X"rl.i!;iiit Prices, 15 Lines in a Sheet, 
A''-.- 1- ::L a Line, (and a Stamp to every Sheet) 
">;/ - . '--ntrixvd to pick your Pocket: Then 
.i!i ::.< Tritiu of Examinations, Interrogatories, 
'.-'o. 5 >:'.;-; a;n-;idr-d, References for Scandal and 
., :. . iit.-\v Alit'^ations, new Interrogatories, 
\ ^t/.-:!^. on Pretence of insufficient Answers, 
-. 11-^ i;:;-lei-s. Sur-rejoinders, Butters, Kebutters, 
: : -v.tttT.s; till, at last, when you have danc'd 
L,-, :''.e-..s*4 R.i'ind of Preparation, the r/'^/c^ 
til-; M;i>.t*T of thf Itolls conies next; Appeals 
tr- , 1-iis HtHiour to the- Chancellor; then from. 
;.- ".!'? tit the House of Lords; and sometimes 
.'^ ar^ wit from thence for a new Tryal in 
,rt - below Good Heavens ! What wise Man, 
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permit me to repeat, would enter himself into this 
confounding Circle of the Law ? " 

Here, from another letter, is a "prospect" of con- 
temporary politics, which reminds one of some of the 
later deliverances of Fielding in the Covent Garden 
Journal : " For while some are made as black as Devils 
on one Side, they are made as ivhite as Angels on the 
other. They never did one good tiling, says the Enemy. 
They never did one bad one, says the Friend. . . . 
Mean time one Side goes on; accusing without Mercy ; 
the other, acquitting without /Shame. 'Tis the Business 
of one Set of Papers to bespatter and throw Dirt; and 
of the other to follow after them, with a /Scrubbing- 
brush and a Dish-clout : And after all the one bedaubs 
so %)lentifully, and the other wipes off so slovenly, that, 
let me be haug'd, Bob, if I'd appear on 'Change with 
the Coat on my Back that a certain great Man stalks 
about in, without Concern, when these Dawbers and 
Scoiverers have done their worst and their best upon 
it. But 'tis a great Matter to be used to such a Coat. 
And a great Happiness, I'll warrant, your Namesake 
[Sir Eobert Walpole] thinks it, that with all this 
Rubbing and Scrubbing, it does not appear threadbare 
yet, after twenty Years' Wear, and a hundred People 
trying to pick Holes in it." 

If personal experiences have dictated some of these 
communications, personal predilections peep out in 
others. The writer is severe in matters of costume. 
"I have been particularly offended, let me tell you, 
my Dear [he writes to a young lady], at your new 
Riding Habit, which is made so extravagantly in the 
Mode, that one cannot easily distinguish your Sex 
by it. For you neither look like a modest Girl in it, 
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nor an agreeable Boy. Some conformity to the Fashion 
is allowable. But a cock'd Hat, a lac'd Jacket, a 
Fop's Peruke, what strange Metamorphoses do they 
make ! " Elsewhere, he courageously lifts up his voice 
against the undue "Love of Singing and Musick." 
" It may tend," he tells an imaginary correspondent, 
"for so it naturally does, to enervate the Mind, and 
make you haunt musical Societies, Operas and Con- 
certs ; and what Glory is it to a G-entleman if he were 
even a fine Performer, that he can strike a String, 
touch a Key, or sing a Song with the Grace and 
Command of a hired Musician 9 " Upon the topic of 
the Stage he is even less sympathetic. He does not, 
indeed, like Goldsmith to his brother-in-law, Hodson, 
brand acting as " an abominable resource which neither 
becomes a man of honour, nor a man of sense," but 
in the character of a Father whose Son, "reduced by 
his own Extravagance," wishes to turn player, he 
writes as follows : " You must consider, that tho' in 
the gay Trappings of that Employment a Man may 
represent a Gentleman, yet none can be farther from 
that Character if a perpetual Dependence be the worst 
Kind of Servility. In the first Place, the Company 
you will be in a manner obliged to keep, will be such as 
will tend little to the Improvement of your Mind, or 
Amendment of your Morals : To the Master of the Com- 
pany you list in, you must be obsequious to a Degree of 
Slavery. Not one of an Audience that is able to hiss, 1 
but you must fear, and each single Person you come to 

1 Cf. Johnson's Prologue to Goldsmith's Good Natur'd 
Man : 

" This uight, our -wit, the pert apprentice cries, 
Lies at my feet, I hiss him, and he dies." 
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have Cave to believe : " I thought (says the writer of the 
letter) he [the Admiral] was a rough honest Tar; yet 
his Effigies makes him a great Beau, with a fine flowing 
full-bottomed Periwig, such a one, but much finer, and 
more in Buckle, than that we have seen our Lawyer 
Mr. Kettleby 1 wear at our Assizes." At Bedlam, to 
which, like the ladies in the Rake's Progress, she also 
goes, she has the unpleasant experience of being mis- 
taken by one of the Patients for the particular " Betty 
Careless " who is the cause of his anguish. "ISTo sooner 
did I put my Face to the Grate, but he leap'd from his 
Bed, and called me, with frightful Fervency, to come 
into his Eoom. . . . My Cousin assured me such 
Fancies were frequent upon these Occasions." 2 At 
the Play, she witnesses Hamlet, and is justly severe 
upon "the low Scenes of Harlequinery," by which it was 
followed. Finally, there is a letter, not of this series, 

1 It is strange that in these model epistles, Richardson should 
mention a real personage. Kettleby, whose full-bottomed wig 
is historical, -was a subscriber to Fielding's Miscellanies of 1743 ; 
is mentioned iu the Causidicade ; and was, \>j many, identified as 
the Parson of Hogarth's Midnight Modern Conversation. 

* Until late in the Eighteenth Century Bedlam was a show and 
place of meeting. Visitors were admitted for a penny each ; and 
John Taylor says that his father courted his mother there (Records 
of my Life, 1832, i. 3). 
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which graphically describes " Execution Day/' with all 
the horrors of that "Diversion of the Populace " against 
which Fielding and other contemporaries so persist- 
ently appealed. There is a passage in it which might 
have come direct from, the autobiography of the 
" Prisoner's Chaplain," Silas Told. " One of the Bodies 
was carried to the Lodging of his Wife, who not being 
in the way to receive it, they [the Mob] immediately 
hawked it about to every Surgeon they could think of ; 
and when none would buy it, they rubb'd Tar all over 
it, and left it in a Field hardly cover'd with Earth." 

Richardson, was ashamed of the Familiar Letters. 
He seems never to have added to them, for the number 
given in the seventh edition, published after his death, 
with his name, is the same as that in the first, viz. : 
one hundred and seventy-three. "This volume of 
letters" he wrote to a friend "is not worthy of 
your perusal." They [the letters] were " intended for 
the lower classes of people," he says again in another 
place; and Mrs. Barbauld observes that the book is 
" seldom found any where but in the servant's drawer." 
Why it should take refuge there in particular, is not 
clear, since it is not exclusively calculated for the 
meridian of the kitchen. Nor is it clear why Jeffrey 
in his review of Mrs. Barbauld's book in the Edinburgh 
for October 1804, should especially recommend it as 
likely to be " of singular use to Mr. Wordsworth and 
his friends in their great scheme of turning all our 
poetry into the language of the common people." In 
both cases it would seem as if the writers knew little 
experimentally of the work referred to. 



Letters which, he had undertaken to prepare for 
Messrs. Rivington and shorn. That account is now 
resumed. " In the progress of it [the collection]," 
he goes on to say, " writing two or three letters to 
instruct handsome girls, who were obliged to go out 
to service, as we phrase it, how to avoid the snares 
that might be laid against their virtue," a story 
which he had heard many years before recurred to 
his thoughts. " And hence sprung Pamela" " Little 
did I think, at first," he adds elsewhere, " of making 
one, much less two volumes of it." ... "I thought 
the story, if written in an easy and natural manner, 
suitably to the simplicity of it, might possibly intro- 
duce a new species of writing, that might possibly turn 
young people into a course of reading different from 
the pomp and parade of romance-writing, and dis- 
missing the improbable and marvellous, with which 
novels generally abound, might tend to promote the 
cause of religion and virtue." His wife, with a young 
lady friend who lived with them, grew interested in 
the "book during its progress, and were in the habit. of 

26 
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foundation of Pamela's story. 

"About twenty-five years ago, a gentleman, 'with 
whom I was intimately acquainted (but who, alas ! is 
now no more !) met with such a story as that of 
Pamela, in one of the summer tours which he used 
to take for his pleasure, attended with, one servant 
only. At every inn he put up at, it was his way 
to inquire after curiosities in its neighbourhood, either 
ancient or modern; and particularly he asked who 
was the owner of a fine house, as it seemed to him, 
beautifully situated, which he had passed by (describ- 
ing it) within a mile or two of the inn. 

" It was a fine house, the landlord said. The owner 

was Mr. B. a gentleman of a large estate in more 

counties than one. That his and his lady's history 

engaged the attention of everybody who came that 

way, and put a stop to all other inquiries, though the 

house and gardens were well worth seeing. The lady, 

he said, was one of the greatest beauties in England ; 

but the qualities of her mind had no equal : beneficent, 

prudent, and equally beloved by high and low. That 

she had been taken at twelve years of age, for the 

sweetness of her manners and modesty, and for an 

understanding above her years, by Mr. B 's mother, 

a truly worthy lady, to wait on her person. Her 
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parents, ruined by stiretiships, were remarkably honest 
and pious, and had instilled into their daughter's mind 
the best principles. When their misfortunes happened 
first, they attempted a little school, in their village, 
where they were much beloved; he teaching writing 
and the first rules -of arithmetic to boys, his wife 
plain needlework to girls, and to knit and spin 5 but 
that it answered not ; and when the lady took their 
child, the industrious man earned his bread by day 
labour, and the lowest kinds of husbandry. 

" That the girl, improving daily in beauty, modesty, 
and genteel and good behaviour, by the time she was 
fifteen, engaged the attention of her lady's son, a 
young gentleman of free principles, who, on her lady's 
death, attempted, by all manner of temptations and 
devices, to seduce her. That she had recourse to as 
many innocents stratagems to escape the snares laid 
for her virtue ; once, however, in despair, having been 
near drowning; that, at last, her noble resistance, 
watchfulness, and excellent qualities, subdued him, 
and he thought fit to make her his wife. That she 
behaved herself with so much dignity, sweetness, and 
humility, that she made herself beloved of everybody, 
and even by his relations, who at first despised her ; 
and now had the blessings both of rich and poor, and 
the love of her husband. 

" The gentleman who told me this, added, that he 
had the curiosity to stay in the neighbourhood from 
"Friday to Sunday, that lie might see this happy couple 
at church, from which they never absented themselves : 
that, in short, he did see them ; that her deportment 
was all sweetness, ease, and dignity mingled : that he 
never saw a lovelier woman. : that her husband was as 
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fine a man, and seemed even proud of his choice : and 
that she attracted the respects of the persons of rank 
present, and had the blessings of the poor. The 
relater of the story told me all this with transport. " 

The novel, of which the above letter supplies the 
outline, was published in November 1740, in two 
volumes, and its publishers were, of course, Messrs. 
Rivington and shorn. After the fashion of Defoe, 
its contents were summarised with much particularity 
on its title-page, which ran as follows : PAMELA : or, 
Virtue Rewarded. In a Series of Familiar Letters from a 
beautiful Young Damsel, to her Parents. Now first pub- 
lished in order to cultivate the Principles of Virtue, and 
Religion in the Minds of the Youth of both Sexes. A 
Narrative ivhich has its Foundation in Truth and Nature; 
and at the same time that it agreeably entertains, by a 
Variety of curious and affecting Incidents, is intirely 
divested of all those Images, which, in too many Pieces cal- 
culated for Amusement only, tend to inflame the Minds 
they should instruct. Like many other books destined 
to popularity, Pamela seems to have found its public 
before the reviewers had time to recommend it. There 
is no notice of it in the December number of the 
Gentleman's Magazine; but in the number for January 
1741 (where the model Letter-writer is reviewed), at 
the end of the Register of Books, comes the following 
announcement : " Several Encomiums on a series of 
Familiar Letters, publish'd but last Month, entitled 
PAMELA or Virtue rewarded, came too late for this 
Magazine, and we believe there will be little Occasion 
for inserting them in our next; because a Second 
Edition will then come out to supply the Demands 
in the Country, it being judged in Town as great a 
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jarring note we have detected in the general applause 
is contained in an anonymous Lettre sur Pamela, 
(Londres, 1742) prompted by Prevost's translation, 
and even this, a year later, confirms the extraordinary 
popularity of the book, which the writer styles the 
"meuble & la mode." " Personne" he says, "n'enparle 
avantageusement, mais tout le monde le lit." 

All this shows unmistakably that Pamela, to use 
a modern colloquialism had "caught on." For this 
there were several reasons. In the first place, it had 
arrived in an exceptionally unfruitful period of English 
Literature. Of its own class, nothing had appeared 
in 1740 save TJie Unfortunate Princess of Mrs. Eliza 
Hay wood; while biography was represented by 
Gibber's Apology ; the drama by Lillo's Elmeric ; and 
poetry by such minor works as Somerville's Hobbinol, 
Dyer's Ruins of Rome, and that Deity of Samuel Boyse, 
which Fielding had commended in the Champion. 
None of these could be described as epoch-making 
productions. Then Pamela had the recommendation, 
notwithstanding a name borrowed from Sidney's 
Arcadia, of being absolutely unlike the "vast French 
Romances " of D'Urf e and that " grave and virtuous 
virgin," Madeleine de Scudery romances over which 
the fine folks of George the Second were beginning to 
yawn unfeignedly. It gave the ultimate go-by to the 
stilt-and-buskin style of Cassandra, and Pharamond, 
and Cleopatra, and the Grand Cyrus ; and it shovelled 
ruthlessly into Ariosto's limbo all the mouthing 
Oroondates and Ambriomers and Ariobarsanes and 
other " most illustrious personages of both sexes," of 
whose "history, travels, and transactions" readers like 
honest Thomas Gent had been wont to hold ceaseless 
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discussion, and "find no end, in warid'ring mazes 
lost." 

Nor were these the only, or the most important, 
advantages of Richardson's book. As the Slough 
incident shows, it appealed to the humbler reader as 
well as to the person of quality ; it bridged over the 
then more widely-trenched breach between rich and 
poor ; for who could say that a servant-girl who 
played her cards as cleverly as Pamela Andrews 
might not obtain a like reward ? Then its professed 
moral purpose a new thing in a novel was a further 
feature in its favour. A work of imagination, which. 
could be seriously commended from a city pulpit, 
might certainly be safely studied by many who would 
have scrupulously avoided "those Pieces calculated 
for Amusement only," to which its title-page made 
shuddering reference. Published as it was " to culti- 
vate the Principles of Virtue and Religion in the 
Minds of the Youth of both Sexes," it might be read 
as securely as the Practice of Piety or the Whole Duty 
of Man. But more than these things, more even 
than its unconventional freshness, its appearance in 
a "dead season" of letters, its appeal to a new 
audience, and its proclamation of a mission, was the 
indisputable fact that it was itself a new thing. It 
dealt, not with people who had never lived and never 
could live; but with people who did live, and were 
then alive. It made them speak as they would have 
spoken, and what was more, it showed them thinking 
as they would have thought in their station of life. 
It entered into the minds of the characters described, 
afid unsealed the springs of their laughter and their 
tears especially of their tears. It was we repeat 
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a new tiling, destined, as its author foresaw, to 
inaugurate " a new Species of Writing/' the Novel 
of sentimental Analysis. 

To what extent, if at all, Richardson was indebted 
to preceding writers may be reserved for discussion 
at a later stage of this chapter. Turning now to 
Pamela itself, with full remembrance of the position 
claimed for it in the preceding paragraph, it is difficult 
to regard it in quite the same way as the readers of 
1740. We cannot take the same view of Pamela's 
Virtue, or Pamela's Eeward. To our modern ideas, 
she is much too clever for an ingdnue. She is only 
fifteen ; but she is as sharp as a needle. In her first 
letters, she quotes Hamlet, and she knows all about 
the story of Lucretia. What Richardson calls her 
" innocent stratagems to escape the snares laid for her 
virtue " have all the shrewdness of forethought, and 
from the first she has her eye on the main chance. 
We could perhaps forgive her for admiring her 
master; but, in the circumstances which ensue, it is 
impossible to forgive her for becoming his wife. No 
one has put this better than Mrs. Barbauld; and it 
is useless to go about in order to say what she has 
said sufficiently once for all. "The moral of this 
piece is more dubious than, in his life-time, the 
author's friends were willing to allow. So long as 
Pamela is solely occupied in schemes to escape from 
her persecutor, her virtuous resistance obtains our 
unqualified approbation; but from the moment she 
begins to entertain hopes of marrying him [a grada- 
tion, it may be noted parenthetically, which is drawn 
with extraordinary subtlety] we admire her guarded 
prudence, rather than her purity of mind. She has 
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aii end in view, an interested end, and we can only 
consider her as the conscious possessor of a treasure, 
which she is wisely resolved not to part with but for 
its just price." In other words, when she reveals her- 
self definitely as the " young politician " which one 
of her satirists affirmed her to be, we are beyond the 
blandishments of her red and white, her round-eared 
caps, her russet gown, her really artless impulses and 
her genuine good qualities, as well as all the meekness, 
the humility, the charity, the piety, and so forth, -which, 
at the conclusion of her story, her creator thought- 
fully invites us to admire. He further begs us to take 
note of " her grateful heart," which, as manifested in 
her extreme subservience to the "kind Gentleman/' 
the " dear Master," who, having failed to ruin her, 
has, to gain his sensual ends, raised her by marriage 
to his own rank, produces a most unpleasant effect. 
But after all, it is Blchardson himself who is most 
responsible for this, and we have no doubt that 
he knew her intimately. Still he professed to be 
drawing a pattern as well as a character, and his 
heroine only embodies his views of the fitting attitude 
to be observed in her peculiar circumstances. This 
being so, one sighs to think of the impetus which his 
unquestionable genius must have given to sickly senti- 
ment, sham delicacy, and, as regards deference to rank 
and riches, absolute snobbishness, by his admixture of 
those things in the composition of Pamela Andrews. 

Pamela is nevertheless the chief character of the 
story, the most convincing, the best realised. Of the 
two Mr. B.'s, for we cannot consent to regard them 
as one Mr. B., the rake, comes out of the play-book; 
Mr. B., the reformed, out of the copy-book. Neither 



of them can be said to be particularly interesting, or 
to be drawn from the life, although the author (as we 
shall see hereafter) professed to have some one in his 
eye. Lady Davers, his sister, again, is probably a 
fancy picture rather than a study. It is, of course, 
possible that a termagant of quality might behave as 
atrociously as she is made to do; and, according to 
Mrs. Barbauld, Richardson found flatterers ready to 
assure him of the fidelity of the portrait. Mrs. Jervis, 
the Bedfordshire housekeeper, Mr. Longman, the stew- 
ard, and Pamela's parents, are all minutely depicted, but 
would be more interesting for a few humorous touches. 
Colbrand, the Swiss valet, and Mrs. Jewkes Mrs. 
Jewkes, in particular seem, copied from Hogarth, 
and have a certain coarse vigour ; but those who 
care to see how much such presentments gain by a 
burlesque treatment will do well to contrast them with 
the Mrs. Slipslop and Parson Trulliber of Richard- 
son's rival. "When we are told that Parson Trulliber's 
" Shadow ascended very near as far in height, when 
he lay 011 his Back, as when he stood on his Legs," we 
smile at an exaggeration which we are not expected to 
take literally ; when Richardson tells us, in cold blood, 
through Pamela, that Mrs. Jewkes is as " thick as she 
is long,' 3 we feel that, in endeavouring to make wicked- 
ness ugly, probability has been violently strained. 
One of the notable characteristics of the book is its ab- 
sence of landscape. The lonely house in Lincolnshire, 
with its carp-pond and its elms and pines, and the 
Bedfordshire mansion, with its canal and fountain and 
cascade, under the pen of a modern, would have been 
as pretty as a background by Mr. Marcus Stone. But 
Pamela has little description of any kind, the exception 
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being that the author, like many another feminine man, 
seems to take a special pleasure in the catalogue of 
feminine costume, and can scarcely have omitted any 
detail, for example, of the "neat homespun Suit of 
Cloaths " which his heroine prepares when she is going 
home, nor of the silvered silk and diamonds in which 
she arrays herself when, after marriage, she repairs to 
the village . church. It is in connection with the first 
that occurs one of those minute touches which show how 
carefully Richardson had studied the sex. "Then," says 
the heroine, " I bought of a Pedlar, two pretty enough 
round-ear' d Caps, a little Straw Hat, and a Pair of knit 
Mittens, turn'd up with white Calicoe ; and two Pair of 
ordinary blue Worsted Hose, that make a smartish 
Appearance, with white Clocks, I'll assure you ; and 
two Yards of black Bibbon for my Shift Sleeves ; and 
to serve as a Necklace ; and when I had 'em all come 
home, I went and looJc'd upon them once in two Hours, 
for two Days together." 

In the Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon, Fielding refers 

to the "conduct of authors, who often fill a whole I 

sheet with their own praises, to which they sometimes 
set their own real names, and sometimes a fictitious 
one." This is a palpable reference to Bichardson, who, 
in his character of Editor, prefixed to the first edition 
of Pamela, by way of Preface, a highly laudatory account 
of the contents of that work, supporting it by two 
equally laudatory letters to himself ; while in the 
second edition, he added an " Introduction " of twenty- 
four pages, made up from other flattering communica- 
tions which he had received in the interim. Even his 
friends, it is said, blamed him for this. One anony- 
mous clerical writer, whose protest is preserved at 



South Kensington, probably went far beyond the 
language of friendship. "You were bewitched/' he 
writes to John Osborn the bookseller, " to Print that 
bad stuff in the Introduction [to the second edition], 
for it has made enemies : As the Writer indeed calls us 
all Fools, and of coarse discernment, 'tis a Requital to 
your readers. He is too full of himself, and too gross 
in his Praises of the Author, tho' I confess he deserves 
much: but I believe has done himself no good in 
accepting of such greasy Compliments. He wou'd do 
well to alter it, and make it shorter." Eichardson's 
defence of the first " impudent Preface," as he himself 
styles it, is contained in the letter to Aaron Hill, from 
which we have already borrowed. Two of his female 
friends, he says, gave him prefaces for Pamela, which 
"were much too long and circumstantial," so he re- 
solved on writing one himself, " and knowing that the 
judgments of nine parts in ten of readers were but in 
hanging sleeves, struck a bold stroke in the preface 
you see, having the umbrage of the editor's character 
to screen myself behind. And thus, Sir, all is out." 
Not entirely, for this explanation is scarcely satisfac- 
tory. At the same time, it must be remembered that 
Richardson, as a printer, and compiler of "honest 
dedications," had probably a good deal of experience 
in the devious ways of prefaces, and may have con- 
ceived himself fully justified by precedent and practice 
to do as he had done. 

One of the results of the success of Pamela was the 
me vitabl e sequel. This, which was published by Ward 
and Chandler in September 1741, was entitled Pamela's 
Conduct in High Life. Like the subsequent continuation 
of Tom Jones, Tom Jones in his Married State, it is 
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without value, and deserves no consideration. But it 
had this effect, that it set Eichardson upon continuing 
Pamela himself, which he accordingly did, producing, 
in the following December, two more volumes purport- 
ing to depict her "in her Exalted Condition," and 
announced as " by the Aiithor of the two first." This 
step, although, as we shall see in our next chapter, it 
had some excuses of self-defence, could scarcely be 
described as well-advised. The interest of the firsb 
volumes had perceptibly declined with the heroine's 
marriage ; and to prolong the narrative without fresh 
complications was a manifest mistake. Eichardson, 
moralist first and novelist afterwards, did not clearly 
perceive this. On the contrary, he put forth two dull 
and platitudinous tomes with a maximum of instruction 
and a minimum of incident, which Mrs. Barbauld justly 
characterises as " less a continuation than the author's 
defence of himself." Among other things, Pamela 
sends her letters and journals to the now reconciled 
Lady Davers, who examines them critically with the 
aid of a certain Lady Betty, while Mr. B. (whom the 
author is artist enough to exhibit as not wholly re- 
formed) gives a lengthy and " affecting relation" of his 
past misdeeds. This also is commented upon. Then 
Pamela herself turns censor, and examines Locke at 
length. She also records her sentiments upon Philips's 
Distrest Mother, and Steele's Tender Husband. Of all 
this, it would be possible for a robust historian to 
make rather cruel fun. But it is idle to ridicule what 
nobody now reads, and nobody read, even in Richard- 
son's time, except his flatterers. Indeed, it may be 
suspected that the third and fourth volumes of 
Pamela's authorised history are not unfrequently con- 



from, tile South. Kensington Collection, that " the ladies 
complain they cannot read them without blushing." 
M. Prevost, too, if we understand him aright, con- 
sidered it necessary in his translation to chasten or 
modify certain expressions which were calculated to 
wound the super-sensitive delicacy of French taste. 
On the other hand, the Reverend Edward Mangin, 
Richardson's editor, who wrote an edifying Essay on 
Light Reading, in which he is severe upon the works of 
Fielding and Smollett, has nothing but praise for the 
author of Pamela. We live in a free country ; and the 
same diversity of opinion is exhibited in the critics of 
the nineteenth, century. Mrs. Oliphant, who regarded 
the sensation novel as " a resurrection of nastiness," 
thinks that the letters of Pamela, for all their pretence 
of promoting the cause of religion and virtue, " abound 
in nauseous details as explicit as the frankest of French 
novels," while the late Mr. "William Forsyth, Q.C., a 
scrupulous critic, if there was ever such, is of opinion 
that, with the exception of one or two scenes, " they 
contain little that need offend modern delicacy." So 
much, for difference of view ! But upon this topic, it 
may be well to hear Richardson himself, who, in his 
third volume, puts his defence into the lips of Mr. B.'s 
sister, Lady Davers. Pamela is curious, nay, anxious, to 




siders tlieir recitals were necessary to tlie full intelli- 
gence of the story; and finally, in words that are 
evidently intended for the gallery, that " it must be a 
very unvirtuous Mind, that can form any other Ideas 
from what you relate, than those of Terror and Pity 
for you. Your Expressions are too delicate to give 
the nicest Ear Offence, except at him [her brother, 
Mr. B.]. You paint no Scenes, but such as make his 
Wickedness odious ; and that Gentleman, much more 
Lady, must have a very corrupt Heart, who could, from 
such Circumstances of Distress, make any Reflections 
but what should be to your Honour, and in Abhorrence 
of such Actions." This is not a conclusive answer. 
The charge against Richardson, if charge there be, is, 
not so much that he has unduly strained the limits of 
artistic presentment, but that, abnormally interested 
in certain forms of wrong-doing, he has, in his descrip- 
tions, sometimes exhibited a more prurient preoccupa- 
tion with undesirable details than is generally exhibited 
by a moralist. But his taste in this respect improved 
as he went on. As Mrs. Barbauld points out, his 
second novel is far less objectionable than Pamela, 
and his third not at all so. 

Where even admirers make difficulties, it is mani- 
fest that the adversary will find matter to his hand. 
The blemishes indicated by Dr. Watts were joyously 
seized upon by those who resented not only the 
teaching of Pamela, but the sanctimonious tone of its 



which, the many notorious Falshoods and Misrepresenta- 
tions of a Book called Pamela, are exposed and refuted; 
and all the matchless Arts of that young Politician, set in 
a just and true Light. The contents, which were further 
described as " Necessary to be had in all Families/' may 
be inferred from the title. Parson Tickletext presents 
a copy of Pamela to Parson Oliver, as a new work 
which has been praised by the clergy, and may be safely 
given to Ms daughter or his servant. Parson Oliver, 
who happens to reside in Mrs. B.'s neighbourhood, 
rejoins by what he considers to be the true version of 
her history, which is accompanied by what professes 
to be her actual correspondence. This is both very 
clever, and exceedingly gross. Pamela is shown to 
be already hopelessly corrupt; and what the title calls 
the " politician" element in her character is relentlessly 
exposed. Summing up, Parson Oliver describes the 
original Pamela as "a nonsensical ridiculous Book," 
which, so far from having " any moral Tendency," is 
"by no means innocent." He also considers, among 
other things, that it may have the effect, not only of 
making young gentlemen marry their servants, but of 
making servants desire to marry their masters, the 
latter being, in effect, no more than the point raised by 
Scott in his admirable Lives of the Novelists. " It may 




<oi iviotcomoe) naa oeen ! leiaing's nrst raror ; ana tnan 
Dodd, the publisher of SJiamela, had published books 
for Fielding. Finally, Richardson himself, writing to 
"Mrs. Belfour" in 1749 (Corr. iv. 286), distinctly at- 
tributes SJiamela to Fielding ; and, in collecting mate- 
rial for this memoir, we have found confirmation of this 
belief on his part. To a letter at South Kensington in 
which Shamela is mentioned, Richardson has appended, 
in the tremulous script of his old age : " Written by 
Mr. H. Fielding." All these things make for the 
Fielding authorship. On the other hand, Mrs. Bar- 
bauld is absolutely silent on the question; Arthur 
Murphy, who wrote Fielding's life, makes no reference 
to it; and, as far as we can remember, there is no 
mention of it in Fielding's works. If Fielding wrote 
it, he must have been glad to forget it ; and, in any 
case, the mere assertion of Richardson, and even the 
coincidences noted above, do not, in the absence of 
further corroborative evidence, warrant any one in 
describing the book as Fielding's " famous parody." 

There is, however, one point in connection with 
Shamela, which, if it tends somewhat to strengthen the 
case against Fielding, appears also to indicate that he 

i "Sect" for "sex" is, of course, as old as Falstaff. But 
the point here is, that it is used in a book by Fielding and a 
hook which it is sought to attribute to Fielding. 
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Pamela, since, in Ms first chapter, he speaks distinctly 
of the author of the life of Mr. Colley Gibber and 
the author of the life of Mrs. Pamela Andrews as 
different persons. Fortunately, no uncertainty of 
pedigree makes it needful to dwell here upon the 
story of the work with which Fielding inaugurated 
the Novel of Manners as opposed to the Novel of 
Analysis. Moreover, its connection with Richardson 
is in reality but small. Apart from the " lewd and un- 
generous eugraftment " (the words are Richardson's) 
which makes Fielding's hero Pamela's brother, and, 
it may be added, furnishes its least attractive scenes, 
Joseph Andrezos has not much to do with Pamela. When 
Parson Adams mades his appearance in Chapter iii. 
the author's original purpose begins to be forgotten, 
and after Chapter x. it is practically shelved, only 
to be recalled at the end of the book for the sake of 
coherence. To Pamela herself, the references are few. 
One usefully turns on the pronunciation of her name. 
"They had a Daughter," says a pedlar at the end 
of vol. iL, speaking of Goodman Andrews and his 
wife, "of a very strange Name, Pamela or Pamela; 
some pronounced it one way, and some the other." 
Sidney, from whose Arcadia Richardson got it, made 
it Pamela, and so did Pope in the Epistle he wrote 
in 1712 to Teresa Blount : 

"The Gods, to curse PamSla "with her pray'rs, 
Gave the gilt Coach and dappled Flanders Mares." 

But Richardson, in Pamela's hymns, made it Pamela, 
and his parasites persuaded him he was right. " Mr. 
Pope," wrote Aaron Hill, " has taught half the women 
in England to pronounce it wrong." Beyond the fact 
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written and acted by " a Gentleman," namely G-arrick, 
then beginning his triumphant career. He also wrote 
the Prologue, which is included in his Poetical Works. 
Another version of Pamela was prepared for the stage, 
but never acted. In 1765 it again supplied the 
material of the Maid of the Mill, a Comic Opera, which 
had a considerable run, and was afterwards revived 
successfully with additions by O'Keeffe. The author 
was Isaac Bickerstaffe. In Italy Pamela was turned 
into two plays, Pamela Nubile and Pamela Maritata. 
In France, Pamela; ou, La Vertu Mieux Eprouvee by 
Louis de Boissy, was acted at the Italiens in 1743; 
and, in the same year, Nivelle de la Chausse'e also 
based a five-act play upon the book. La Ddroute des 
Pamela, a one-act Comedy by Godard Daucour, after- 
wards a farmer-general, owes its origin to the same 
source. Finally, there is Voltaire's Nanine; ou, le 
Pre'juge' vaincu, a pleasant little three-act piece in verse 
suggested by Richardson through La Chausse'e, and 
produced at the Comedie Franchise in 1749. 

On the other side of the Channel, as will be seen, 
Richardson's first novel was the cause of consider- 
able literary activity. It may therefore be well, in 
terminating this chapter, to touch briefly upon the 
recently-raised question of his alleged indebtedness 
to Marivaux's Vie de Marianne. That there are super- 
ficial affinities between Richardson and Marivaux may 
at once be conceded. Both hit upon the novel of 
analysis ; and in this connection, no doubt, Marivaux 
precedes Richardson. Their manners of writing were 
also similar in some respects ; and when Crebillon 
the younger, describing Marivaux, affirms that his 
characters not only say everything that they have 
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when we a.k fur the pivajs, thev are luerelv unsup- 
ported aswrtiuL.-!. M. I^arrouniet does not even give 
them the ln.i:'m> of hLs text; he puts them in a 
footnote. l>i'it-i-ot .viid <); rresident lleiian.lt said 
.10; fJriiniii .-said so; Mine, da Bwcage said that 
M'iriti.itM et fc : PiiyiMH Parwnti were " j.#itt-ttre le 
w*1?:lr: " <f Richard soii'.s novels. What, however, are 
the fa-ts of the ease ? The fir&t part of the Vie de 
M><ri>niu* was {iiiblished at I'aris in 1731 ; the second 
part in 17,"4 ; the third part not until 1735 ; the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth parts in 1736; and the seventh 
ami eighth parts in. 17o7. Nothing more came out 
until 1741, when the Iwxik was left unfinished. An 
English translation of the first four parts appeared 
at London in June 17^5; a second instalment in 
January 17."7; and a third in April 174L S , when 
Ptisitt/n had Ijeeu published for more than a year. 
There is not, as far as we are aware, a particle of 
evidence that Richardson ever saw the earlier volumes 
of this version. In fa-t, the only discoverable refer- 
ence he makes to Marivaux is contained in the post- 
script to Clarixxa, and that occurs in a quotation from 
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CHAPTER III 

;ORRE>F>MtE>VE, 17^9 -43 

THE " Epi>tt'tl;iiV Correspondence" of Samuel Richard- 
M>U iu:iy fiiiriy I.*- de.-trii*ed. in vulgar parlance, as a 
very kirge oi-U-r." What remains of it for it is 
iiK-onipIt.-tt.' t'vrn now i-onsi.sts of no fewer than six 
vast folio volumes, of which the aspect alone is 
sumV-Hit to appall the stoutest explorer. These six 
volume-, comprise some eight hundred arid fifty letters, 
>r tnin.x-npts of letters, from Richardson and his 
i'i-i'-nds, beginning' in 17&", and extending to the year 
i/f hib death. They are generally written at least 
Kirhardsoii's are generally written in a small hand, 
on quarto paper; and as they are written on both 
sides, are, when necessary, "in-let." The effect of 
this arrangement, when they are mounted, side by 
side, is freijuently to give four pages of minute script 
to a single leaf of the volume in which they are 
contained. In an unpublished letter to Aaron Hill of 
L'yth Oct. 1746, Kichardson gives his reason for thus 
packing his matter. " Did I not crowd my Lines into 
a little Compass of Paper, my Prolixity would seem 
loore intolerable " a device which he goes on to admit 
will not help him when his work reaches the press. 
As it is, he certainly contrives to get into a quarto 
page as many words as Swift could put into a corre- 
51 
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spending page of the Journal to Stella. The difference 
is, that while Swift's line bristles with fact and illus- 
tration of the most various kind, Richardson's is often 
nothing but monotonous verbiage, and you may toil 
in the " immeasurable sand " of his sentences (one of 
his letters runs to five thousand words, which is a 
longish magazine article) without coming to anything 
which throws any light upon any aspect of his life or 
character with which you are not already sufficiently 
familiar. 

Copious as is this collection, it would have been 
larger still had its writer become famous earlier. But 
previously to the composition of Pamela, he does not 
seem to have kept copies of his letters ; and, as already 
stated, his correspondence with the gentleman who 
was "master of the epistolary style" had been long 
destroyed. Moreover, what must be regarded as the 
more interesting section of his letters belongs rather 
to the period which immediately preceded and followed 
the production of Clarissa, when he was in active com- 
munication with some of the cleverest and most 
stimulating of his lady admirers, a period which 
belongs to a later chapter of this book. Mrs. Barbauld's 
account of the letters is as follows. During his declin- 
ing years, she tells us, Richardson amused himself by 
selecting and arranging them, with a view to their 
eventual publication, either during his life-time or 
afterwards. They ultimately came into the possession 
of his daughter Anne, who survived (according to the 
Dictionary of National Biography} until December 
1803, when they passed to Richardson's grandchildren, 
who sold them to Mr. (afterwards Sir) Richard Phillips 
of 71 St. Paul's Churchyard, the compiler of A Million 
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4f/-i Tl;s :.i duly numerated in the 

:.* i:.<i"\ whi-h liiehar.is-m had drawn 
r'-^Mii-It-iii - relative in that work; but, 
in th'- ::;'irx. it is u.t includeii in the 
> v \erai other gaj.s of a dis- 
lii Miie or tvvu eases, however, 
h.-aj'j'Kired is printed by Mrs. 
;- i'>:ie. provided she printed it 
, after the old imperious fashion 
he seems to have excised freely, 
i*.!,i| IL.V.V t,l the lettt r.s .sh k has rejr>luced have been, 
in t>'fhii:--.i! j-hnise. r^i;-.;!lt-ral*ly "cut." 1 

Aiijv^ijrthe /'.i/;,. f .'it r^rresirtiiiderice is one letter she 
ha^ nt feji:-iiitf-d, alrh*!;j.r?i it has obviously been 
!u;ii;:paLi*t'd }>y lin.liard.sou with a view to publication. 
Th* L^'ht it. thruv.-s u the circumstances which led to 
L:^ iil--t;irrei third and fourth volumes, is extremely 
iiiter--ir:ii,ir. l*',-i-i ; s ill ustriitiM^ very significantly some 
(jf t.Lr j*'u;i.'.*,>'s i:>t' s,u'o'-.s in a thankk-as world. It is 
a-i-ire^^'d *M James L*-uke of Bath, Kichardson's 
bruth-rT-iTi-ldW, and l>-ars date August 1741. If this 
date !' tor ret t, it :i.;ist Lave l*en written before the 
ajijjrarai.ff >f the ,-puriuUa sequel to Pamela, entitled 
}\ihi*-'i<is i,"',;ttli-i<"i in ll'.j'k Life, as that sequel came out 
iu Nt-pit'iiiM', Advertisements of Pamela's Conduct 
Lvl }'"-Ti | S ,:i!is!ied in the Chfiiti^f'tn ; and Richard- 
!ii, m w-puiise tu a request for information, gives 
Mr. Leake **a sbwt Aoi-ount of the Affair." Having 



.V* as tastasc* f this, Hill's letter to Richardson of 17th 
btT 1TMK which Rii'banisua quotes in the iutroductioa 
*ec:a;l eiiitin-a o! Pnu>la (ee ai?e, p. 87), there makes 
a.;;-! a half closely printed fages, IE Mrs. Barbauld (i. 

set. 
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heard, he says, that Chandler, the bookseller, had com- 
missioned one Kelly, styling himself of the Temple 
(this was, most probably, John Kelly of the Uui>:ersal 
.Vjftfcfutor), to continue J\tmela, he remonstrated to one 
of Kelly's friends. This brought Chandler to him. 
Chandler alleged he had understood that Jiiehardson 
was not going to continue Pa twin himself. liiohardson 
replied that he had certainly said so, though this was 
in the belief that BO one " would offer to meddle, with 
it, at least without consulting him ; " but that, if such 
an attempt were made, rather than his " Plan should *. 

be basely ravished out of his Hands," and his charac- " 

ters, in all probability, depreciated and degraded by 
those who knew nothing of the story, or of the delicacy 
required to continue it, he was resolved to complete it 
himself. He declared further that he should still 
decline to do this, unless he was forced to it in self- 
defence, but that if Messrs. Chandler and Kelly per- 
sisted in their enterprise, lie must and "would continue 
Pamela, advertising against them as soon as they 
published. 

Upon this, according to the narrative, Chandler had 
the effrontery to propose that Richardson should 
combine forces with Kelly, and allow the combination 
to be published with his name, a proposition which 
Kichardson of course rejected with the contempt it 
deserved. It was next suggested that what Kelly had 
already written (and been paid for) should be can- 
celled, and that Richardson should continue the book 
for Chandler. To this Richardson very properly 
replied that if he were forced to continue it at all, he 
would suffer no one else to be concerned, and he com- 
mented strongly upon the baseness of the procedure, 
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run! the " Hardship it. wa>., that a Writer could not be 
permitted t<> end his own Work, when and how he 
jilt-asfd, without *:i<-h scandalous Attempts of Ingraft- 
ing upon his Plan." l rpi'm this Chandler left him, 
a,] 'I '.'(.rent 1 , y eonvini-ed >f the error of his ways, and 
promising t !'i.n~u]t hi^ partner. He also promised 
t'> eo!u!U'ini<Mte further with Richardson, whii-h he did 
not. do. Kt'lly. L.i%rv-r, seems to have sent what he 
had writ tt'ii to tip author of J'u.ntfJa. in the fatuous 
exjH-ctatioji that h must, upon innpoi'tion, approve it. 
But Richardson, as was wily to \>e anticipated, found 
his purpose distorted and his p*?rsona,i, r ~'.s caricatured. 

It is nwlu^s. at this point, to pursue the story 
with RsehardsA iii'.s own particularity; and we may 
here take leave to summarise. Messrs. Chandler and 
Kelly persisting, and moreover putting about the 
report that lie was not the real author of Pamela, 
and could not tht-refore continue it, lie thought him- 
self compelled, notwithstanding the objection he felt 
to second parts, and the mistake of pursuing a success 
until the buyers were tired out, to set about volumes 
three and four. He began towards the middle of 
April, when he had ascertained that the rival work 
was making rapid headway. His letter to Leake was 
written, as we have said, in August, when he was 
still busy with the work, and in recapitulating his 
difficulties, he incidentally sketches his plan, which he 
appears to lave inure fully thought out than one would 
imagine from some of his statements upon other occa- 
sions. " It is no easy Task, M he writes, " to one that 

s This it may be noted was writteu previous to the "en- 
gntftmeitt " of Jotepk Andreas, whMi did not appear until 
February 1742. 
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lias so much Business upon his Hands, a:..l so inuriv 
A vocations of different Sorts, and win s- old Com- 
plaints iu the Nervous way require that he nhouM 
sometimes run away from Business, and from hin^lf. 
if he could. Then, Sir, to write up this Work as it 
ought, it is impossible it should be done in the < Y.m- 
pass of one Volume. For her [Pamela's] Behaviour in 
Married Life, her Correspondencies with her new and 
more genteel Friends: her Conversations at Table and 
elsewhere; her pregnant Circum.stance, her Devotional 
and Charitable Employments; her Defence of >ome 
parts of her former Conduct; which will be objected 
to her by Lady Davers. in the Friendly Correspondence 
between them. Her Opinion of some of the geuteeler 
Diversions when in London, as the Masquerade. Ojera, 
Plays, etc. Her Notions of Education, her Friend- 
ships, her relative Duties, her Family Oeconomy, and 
20 other subjects as material ought to be touched 
upon; and if it be done in a common Narrative 
Manner, without those Reflexions arid Observations 
which she intermingles in the New Manner attempted 
in the two first Volumes, it will be considerYi only as 
a dry Collection of Morals and Sermonising Instruc- 
tions that will be more beneficially to a Reader, found 
in other Authors; and must neither Entertain or 
Divert, as the former have done beyond my Expecta- 
tion." 

This quotation, if it does nothing else, shows clearly 
that Richardson was more fully aware of the diffi- 
culties of the situation than might be imagined, and 
that he was no mean critic of his own efforts. As 
already related, Pamela's Conduct in High Life appeared 
in September 1741, and Richardson's continuation 



of his Penpal " in view of a future edition; and it 
refers t< the praise with which the first t'.vo volumes 
had been. bi.in<uis.rrd by "thf tir>t <!eniii.s of the Age,'' 
namely, 1 J .,|-. War burton repii^l in a friendly letter 
of the '.'Ktli December, in which hf said that he and 
Poj-i*, talking over the work "w}un tlie two last 
volumes came out," had "agreed, that one excellent 
snhJHi't of Painela's It-tUTs iu high life, would have 
been to have parsed m-r jiiii.naent, on first stepping 
into it, t..n 'Vi->rytlii!i^ she saw there, just as simple 
nature . ; ai.>l no one ever touched nature to the quick, 
AS it mvre, more snivly and certainly than you) 
diotated." "The fullirs and extravagancies of high. 
life"' he went on "to one of 'Pamela's low station 
and good seuse would have appeared as absurd and 
unaccountable a Kurc^pean polite vices and customs 
to aa Indian;*' and he promised to develop his ideas 
at ]d>r b *e when they nest met. Whether he ever 
did so, is nut recorded. But seeing that .Richardson's 
continuation had IWTI in existence for a twelvemonth, 
the suggestion certainly a little behind-hand, even 
if RiehartUon had possessed the humour and knowl- 
edge of the world involved in such a virtual remodel- 
ling of las plan, it was his practice to solicit advice 
while it aided, oftener terribly 
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embarrassed him: nn<i It is to i feared that this 
belated counsel of Pojie and Warbiirton mu.-T !* add^i 
to those other vexatious which authorship brought 
upon a man already, as he t-jld Mr. Leak*-, '-oppressed 
with tremors." 

But if there were vexations, there wer^ ai.-o o-oin- 
pensatkms. One of the admirers of P^mt-l-i. whoru 
Mrs. Barbauld calls " Mr. Chetwynd," but who. upon 
inspection of his letter at South Kensington, tuns-; o;it 
to be Swift's frit- ml. Knightly Chetwoouy, wflt-^ to 
some one who had lent him the tlr>t t'.vo vnl:r.:i^>, 
to record his opinion (whieh antlci}.-at-> I)uu.-rot".v 
that, "if all the Books in England \\vre to H- l-urnt, 
this Book, next the Bible, ou.^ht to !> piv-^'rved." 
Then there is a mysterious h-tter from six am'i:,yi;:ous 
ladies of Reading (one of them was certuiiuy a Mrs. 
Lancelet) who have read the two first volumes and 
the continuation with equal pleasure. Then" beg 
Eichardson to tell them, on his honour, whether the 
story is "real or feigned/' They ''have sworn them- 
selves to Secrecy in this Affair." If the story he 
"feigned," they wish to know the name of the writer 
in order that their " Admiration may be turn'd upon 
the Author that could Paint y e Heinousue.<s of Vice, 
and the Reward of Virtue, iu such true Lights arid 
Natural Colours." Ilichardson's matter-of-fact next- 
door neighbour, Mr. Vanderplank, to whom he must 
have shown this communication, seems to have 
doubted its genuineness. 1 Richardson's reply betrayed 

1 At the end of the joint letter eomes: " Lady Gains- 
borou.crli and Lady Hauler!;::,', we kumr, are exemplary Ladies, 
but can't find their Story iu y,mr Aiv-umt." Mrs. Barhauld 
mentions that Pamela was pjpularly klentitied with buth of 
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a like distrust. It was copious, of course ; asked for 
particulars as to the names of his correspondents ; the 
nature of the oath by which they were bound, and so 
forth. He observed upon the improbability that six 
Ladies could keep a secret, and there, after a brief 
rejoinder from the ladies, the matter appears to have 
ended. Another of the miscellaneous pieces at South 
Kensington is a long voluntary contribution from the 
notorious "native of Formosa," George Psalinanazar, 
offered for insertion in the second part of Pamela, and 
detailing the charities of that lady to a poor family. 
It was "coarsely written," and was naturally rejected 
by Pamela's inventor. 

Among Richardson's regular correspondents for the 
period covered by this chapter, the more important are 
Mrs. Pilkington, Dr. Young, and Aaron Hill. Of these, 
Hill is the earliest and most considerable ; but it will 
be courteous as well as convenient to take the lady 
first. Lcetitia van Lewen such was her maiden name 
was the daughter of a man-midwife at Dublin, where 
she was born in 1700. At fifteen (Pamela's age), she 
was married to one Matthew Pilkington, a clergyman 
of literary tastes. Dr. Delany, who had been her 
father's college friend, introduced the young couple to 
Swift, who seems to have been, interested in them, and 

these persons of quality, who were of humble origin; but she 
apparently attaches no importance to the rumour. It may 
be noted, however, that Richardson's family favoured the claim 
of Lady Gainsborough. "The master of Pamela," says Patty 
Richardson's husband, Mr. Bridgen, " was the father of the 
present Earl of Gainsborough, who rewarded the inflexible virtue 
of Elizabeth Chapman, his gamekeeper's daughter, by exalting 
her to the rank of Countess; an elevation which she adorned 
not less by her accomplishments than her virtues." 
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p:trtii-:;'ar!y attracted by the vivacity a:ul <-leverne.-.> <-f 
th" *"p.<..>r little rhild," who had lU-t-n so prematurely 
v.vdd*-d. lie xut a chaplain-ship for the husband, and 
intru'lu-'.'d him to I'ope and Gay, though he sub- 
S'-qr.riitly caiae to regard him (and rightly; as "a 
(.>\vi .:.;b and a knave." In June 174.''.. the. date of 
Mrs. l':Iki:iu't'H's iirst printed l.-ttev to Uii-Lanlson, 
Swift has lapsed into ho|/ele>>- idi.<*y : and she herself 
was living in Kin;.,' Street, A\V,-,t minster, apart, from her 
husband, and terribly straitened fir me.ins. In the 
senjiid Vol;;;iie of her Mf-ni>-u;^ < pji. L'.'jS-L'.'JUi she gives 
an account of a visit she pai>ltj>Kk i hards;un at Salisbury 
('/urL Not having, fnuu her Irish experiences, asso- 
ciated a printer with anytldug very exalted, she had 
paid no special attention to her costume, l*eyoiid being 
tidy. But she was surprised by the grandeur of the 
house, ami the benevolence of the master. " He not 
only made me breakfast, but also dine with him, and 
his agreeable Wife arid Children. After Dinner he 
called me into his Study, and shewed me an Order 
he had received to pay me twelve Guineas, which he 
immediately took out of his Escrutore, and put it into 
my Hand ; but when I went to tell them over, I found 
I had fourteen, and supposing the Gentleman had made 
a Mistake, I was for returning two of them, but he, 
with a Sweetness and Modesty almost peculiar to 
himself, said, he hoped I would not take it ill, that he 
had presumed to add a Trifle to the Bounty of my 
Friend. I really was confounded, till, recollecting that 
I had read Pamela* and been told it was written 
by one Mr. RicJianlxon, I asked him, whether he was 
not the Author of it? He said he was the Editor: I 
told him my Surprize was now over, as I found he had 
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f'lily given tu th* 1 iw 'iinnaranlf I'imt't'.i the Virtue-; of 
L:s own worthy ! it-art." 

From thf ivf'-ivncf- in h>-r first letvr to money 

alvat.r*s mad*' t- her .:. in-half .-!' I>r. I Many, and to 
thf' f.t'-t tli;tt liK'hardi'-u I;a.l "*-!i<-tvu~^i her store l.y 
lii> i '".vi; cl,,tr:ty," it wixiM ;i]ij.o:tr t!i;tt this visit In 
hiiii ;u'a.-t Lave tuk-u pla!-* 4 ]ir*-vit.ii-!ly to JIUIP 174.'?. 
Froiu t'u;s time until IUT returu tu Irt-lami a few y-ars 
later, slu 1 must have ln'-en u f< instant trial to Richard- 
son. Her other friensi \vas C'olley Cil/i^r, who sf^ias 
tx'i have li*-^u ^iiuiLi'y kind to her in sjiitf? of hf-r 
vagaries, "i'oinrnon seiisp,"' lie tells her in her ear, 
" is no fonteiuptible creature, notwithstanding you 
have thought hf r t<~x> vulgar to IK? onf of your maids 
of honour." To Rlrharilsun she writes heart-rendiiig 
epistles from all sorts of picturesque addresses, such as 
the "Blue IVruke, opposite I'uekin^hani House, in the 
Strand," and her s'.il>eri}.-tions have all the ingenious 
diversity of that ei|ually im]'-i-unious epistolary artist, 
Mr. Wilkiiia Mieawl*er. ' Your ever obliged, and most 
truly acknowledging Servant, while this machine is 
LSETITIA" is quite in the Mieawl>er manner. Else- 
where the machine .signs herself " TUISTITIA " ; and else- 
where again, not with a name but a quotation, or rather 
variation of one. ' My name is lost, Larebit. and gnawn, 
by Slander's canker tooth " a letter ends. Quotations, 
chiefly from the play -books, abound in her communica- 
tion. " Whatever I have read I remember," she says 
upon one occasion, asking for Young's Niyht Tfto tights, 
whii'h leatls one to observe that, although she certainly 
does rememl>er a great deal, she has not accurately 
recollected the quotation from Kimj Letw to which 
reference has just been made. She is always in dim- 



Fft-r daughter t *>m- t b-r "L;^ u;th :.,;. I.' 



that !i' 1 i.i ^'iii'4 likr <Ut-. rjv i'ri 
a Vi-:!:i^ ^'i.' ii-iiJiiU ..>{ f<i:t!;ii'. Tiie s^ti >'f i..v n.-'-t 
iutiiiiiitf fi-it'31'I in Iivhiii'i." Hi Ui'-tLrr i.i u'"t. ::;to 
"a j*rt-tty ilfcrur riM.iii. ;it thrt/?- judiii'i.i a \t-.i: 1 , :n 
Great \Vhitr-liun-strtvt. at tia- >-n if tb- IkA,-. i.^ar 
the S'\VM I)ia!s," h':a \v].i-h a4lre-A she }.Ti.-j-Oftes tw 
issue a iu.-tifi<'atit>ii tL.it - letters are written on .iny 
subj*-'.-t (Vxr-ept the Liw > l.y Lcrtltla Pilkington, pru.v 
one Shilling. Al^.., pftitiuns drawn at the same price.*' 
But tins must have failt*!, like the shops iu the Strand 
and St. James's .Street, and the "staiupt pai^r hat,-," 
which she could nut go <n with Ix'-cause ahe had na 
materials, and hid t'iily tx.<rrciwed the btamps.*" " All 
my schemes are abortive," bhe says despairingly ; aiid 
it is no wouder she exhausted the patience uf her 
friends. One of her funniest appeals to Eichardftcu is 
for u a few sheets of gilt paper, a fewpt-ns. and a sti'-k 
of sealing-wax," in order that she may write Legging 

l In 17'ii> he published bis OWE "re.il St.iry," wbii-h has an 

excellesit portrait tf his tnoth-r, iiioz/"*..iite!l by Ru:L,ird l's;reeii 
after Nathunit'l H..ne, He Is the hern cf iivMsmitii's white mlr* 
uropean Mayaziue, uciv. ISl 
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\'ineyjur>l." It T* a** * t ' *r r*liinit\ Le held, b* 
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nii*re si veaafui ti*jj* 1 i^ Burlier s 
A wet kg iifaTirtarus, on 8, 
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Salisbury Court in July 1741, returning then 
pleasant simmer of enthusiasm. In October, 
ing to their father, the young ladies were in 
still "preaching Pamela, and Pamela's autho 
true apostolical attachment." 

After this, there is a break in the correspc 
of several months. Plaistow has turned out t 
"unlucky and ill-chosen place (most part oi 
inhabitants we have seen buried)/ 7 says Hill j 
family have been laid up more or less serious 
there/ are obscure references to domestic cal; 
Richardson is genuinely sympathetic, and press 
to try change of air at Xorfch End. But they 
have been compelled to stay on at Plaistow ; ; 
further letters, until Clarissa is commenced, are 
occupied with negotiations respecting Hill's poc 
other productions, particularly the Fanciad 
which at first, it appears, bore the extraordina 
of Go to bedj Tom. In some of these disc 1 
Richardson reveals a greater antipathy to Po 
might be anticipated, considering the comme 
which the "first Genius of the Age" had b< 
upon Pamela. It is true that this was no ne\ 
He had been imprudent enough, he says, som 
years before, in speaking to one of Pope's fri 
wasHooke of th&Moman History) to prefer Coop 
to Windsor Forest, Alexander's Feast to St. Cecils 
and to express the opinion that Theobald was 

jrwTHolTr-fi/ajrl 4-f\ f^A^4- d > v*y'ly/\T"WkO-w\ 4- T"k--"k T5/-kvs/-v r-vi/-l 
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new-vampt one, that I am tir'd of the ; 

and wonder every Body else is not. Especially, as 
now by this, he confesses that Ms Abuse of his 
Hero, was for Abuse-sake, having no better Object for 
his Abuse. I admire Mr. Pope's Genius, and his Versi- 
fication : But forgive me, Sir, to say, 1 am 
for human Mature, and such Talents, sunk so low. 
he no Invention, Sir, to be better employ'd ? 

No Talents for worthier Subjects? Must all be per- 
sonal Satire, or Imitation of others Temples of 
Alexander's Feasts, Coopers Hills, Mac f Yet 

Ms Essay on Man convinces me that he can 
his own Legs. But what must then be the of 

that Vanity and of that Ill-nature, that can sink 
Talents in a Dunciad, and its Scriblerus-Prolegomena- 
Stuff?" 

HilFs reply to this letter, which concluded with 
another pressing invitation to Xorth End, does not 
appear to have been preserved. But his chequered 
relations with Pope were now again interrupted. 
Years before, upon a misreport of something which 
Pope had said respecting his poem of the Northern 
Star, Hill had attacked Pope. Being assured by Pope, 
two years later, that he had been misinformed, Hill 
" repented " fulsomely in a Preface to a poem entitled 
The Creation. But a subsequent reference to Hill in 
the Memoirs of Seribleras, and a note in the Dunciad, 
reopened the quarrel, and Hill rejoined by a satire 

thft "Prnnrestst nf WZf. twn linos nf whifh 
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what you write is, where verbosity becomes 
because, in pictures which you draw wit 
skilful negligence, redundance but conve; 
blance ; and to contract the strokes, would I 
the likeness." 

By July 1744 Richardson has sent him 1 
design or compendium of the story, with \\ 
is in raptures. "It is impossible, after th< 
you have shown in Pamela } to question your 
success in this new, natural, attempt." Frou 
sentence, it would seem that Richardson ha 
\ *t, roughed out the book. " You must give 

to be astonished, when you tell me that 
finished it already." By October 1746 it is 
completed, for Richardson, in a letter to 
already been endeavouring to curtail its 
bulk, and is sadly perplexed by a multitude 
*< $ sellors. A certain Dr. Hazlitt, who has read 

to his wife in its longest form, is averse froi 
'${ f ^ with any limb of it or with any of the se 

1 1 \ and recommends him to do what the abo 

\ * f jockeys do at Newmarket, i.e. sweat whatevei 

/;j>l away out of the whole. Mr. Gibber, on 1 

hand, who has also read it all, is for tak 
entire branches, " some of which, however, h 
not." But these very branches Dr. Young 
have parted with ; and Dr. Hazlitt and 1 
"who is a Woman of fine Sense," say dii 
Young. So Richardson, falling back upon z 
offer of assistance which Hill has made, be< 
^ lend a hand in reducing the unmanageable 

jjp If the book is too long to send to press. 

(til The result 
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weeks Hill sent back seven letters upon which he hai 
worked, as a specimen of what he would do; an< 
Richardson is alarmed. He begs him, however, to g< 
on with the volume he has, so that, manipulated ty 
Hill, it may serve as a model for the rest. Hill 3 : 
alterations would cut away two-thirds of the book, am 
reduce it to three or even two volumes, a compres 
sion which is evidently more summary than he likes 
as he doubts whether all he designed by it could b< 
" answer' d in so short a compass without taking f ron 
it those simple, tho ? diffuse Parts, which some like, anc 
have (however unduly) complimented him upon, a; 
making a new Species of Writing." " I am sure, Sir, 3 
he goes on, " you will not be displeased with me, if '. 
rather alter by you, than verbally copy from you ; aru 
this the rather, as there are some Passages and De 
scriptions omitted, which have been approved b; 
Persons of Judgment, who would be disappointed, i 
ever it be published, not to find them." From al 
this it is plain that Kichardson would have preferre< 
not to accept HilFs version, but simply to use hi 
work as suggestions for alteration by himself ; and i 
is not perhaps surprising to find, by his next lettei 
that Hill has abandoned so thankless and laborious ; 
task. It may be suspected that Richardson himsel 
was not really sorry. "What contentions, what dis 
putes have I involved myself in with my poor Clarissa/ 
he writes to Young in November 1747, " through m; 
own diffidence, and for want of a will ! I wish I hai 
never consulted anybody but Dr. Young, who s 
kindly vouchsafed me his ear, and sometimes hi 
opinion." Young was probably one of his best critics 
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at the of Ms reeoiu-iiiation to J 
Hvi h'ld nit dilated a 

** I ur," he tells Pope in 17*il, " al 

4 An Essay on Propriety Imyropriet 

Expression, illnhtratec 

in the of 

? ; to ninrli pie 

it to lights, 

I aim as as I to ! 

my I am ready, wit 

mj to let it rua thus, if it 

the in you : * An Essay on PJ 

ty Kid etc., by 

the the of Mr. Pope, and of the 
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Ms ntt*r^ ri * l *i. JT tLe i , 

all Ms ]*H,heiats, ** 1 1 'lely r >i ei\ 

utt*il, ' like Mr< I i^kr 

iiMiatamed his ff rrtspiL i*i*5 r* ' 

moaey, a^d re^ i il r 

to Ms fidnei:.^ TLe ^ 

f*i TT% JSftT f *"t *a 1 " 3. 4-1 

Tf IXlJLj,.Lj.in^ A^A.** * S ui.H ,!* *'* > 

emiiUg novel of C*i!<>*. f 
nJiieh, al ut 1741 

is 

length of ilMl 
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j?p^: 1 f/,at it ^ .', 
ft part wthuiit s^f*;"'!/ t* * s ."'"i * * 
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admission that lie (Richardson) was "such a s 
pruner . . . that he was apt to add three pages 
one he took away." 

There are other references to Clarissa, both IE 
Hill correspondence, and the letters of Young 
Mrs. Pilkington. But it will be most conveniei 
reserve these for the next chapter ; and to cone 
this one with a few biographical particulars. Bet 1 
1740 and 1748 nothing of moment seems to 
happened to Richardson. In 1740 he printed " a 
Expence of the Society for the Encouragemer 
Learning/ 7 of which mention has already been n 
the first (and only published) volume of TJie Negocia 
of Sir Thomas Roe in his Embassy to the Ottoman 1 
from the year 1621 to 1628 inclusive. Richardsor 
only edited and prefaced this huge folio of over < 
hundred pages; but he summarised its contents 
way that should surely entitle him to Goldsir 
praise of being "a dab at an index." His ana 
occupies sixty double column folio pages, and 
letter is abridged with a dexterity that woul 
honour to a Foreign Officeprto writer. Hill, acki 
edging a present of the great tome, says that h< 
discovered, with astonishment, that the " cornpr 
sive and excellent index of heads had drawn e 
thing out of the body " of the book ; and for one 
ready eulogy is not undeserved. Another work 
characterised by an elaborate index, is jffisop's F 
with " Copper Cuts " and morals and reflections ad; 
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where lie the of the Ants and 

the can be little that the 

reforming selecting of the fables, as lie styles it, 

by himself. Two In 1742, he 

in four vols. a new edition of Defoe's Tour 

Great Britain, *' The Third Edition. With very 

Additions, Improvements, and Correct Ions." Of 

the (in addition to Roe) printed by him during 

tills period; indeed of all the printed by 

(in to his own), not much is known. A 

collective edition of Young's Night Tfimights in two vols. 

from his press In 1749; and in 1757-58 

lie undoubtedly printed Mrs. Carter's translation of 

Epietetns. 1 He Is credited, In 1732, with a folio 

of Churchill's of Voyages, in 1739 with 

London. But the triumph of the Richard- 

types must assuredly have been his part in the 

wonderful seven folio volumes of De Ttiou's Histona sui 

Temj.x)ri&, 1733, by Buckley, than which, says Dibdin, 

no " finer edition of a valuable historian ever seen 

the light." The book several printers ; but at the 

end of vol. ii. Is "Londini: Imprimebat Samuel 

Richardson." 

* ** I do not think Mr. Richardson near so well this winter as 
lie was last. Romances better with him than philosophy 

[U. the printing of Epictetos}." Talbot to Carter, 

aM December 1757.) 
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to we so 

of the \ 

Century, left n; 

the life-story of at ' 

The is The Pantiles at Tunbridge Wells, 

of 1748, when the pui)lie sir 

to be the remainder of Clcu 

of which in tl 

April. The open In front of th 

Office is crowded with notabilities^ j 

ing to the copy of the drawing given by Mrs. Ba 

In her third volume, himself h& 

enough to Insert below In his 
writing. Sailing tip the In white, w 

side-hoop. Is Miss Elizabeth Chit 
" of Honour to Her Royal Highness the P. 

of Wales/ 9 and not yet the bigamous Buch 
Kingston Bristol, though already married pr 
to Augustus Hervey. On her left is Mr. E 
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Laving tit* ut^itr Lirt4 11; if l< ? 1*1 7tL / ^ iJ^L* *y i* 
c*isiLreet' > y vei.vJ ritLf rt*f.*i'iif Si * Ai. " ^ L: Tlu^ 
Is Mr. S^n-el KAbarilt., t >^l;*l"in I -t F.- t 
aaJ Xyrtli Ei:<l, 



By great go* v il luck, i* s a Ifttei 4j,tru 2ri A^, 
1748^ tliiH very time,- L:oLoil*ou Li> ^,v^. 4 ^ ' 
of Lixuself wlil* lia^rrc*- al ly iu^/* :\- ; t^ L c ;.ITJ 

little pjrtKixt It is a^i T t*-ei t hii * .',4:' ^ 
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has lie " to her a 

figure/* himself. " A sly si] 
the very edges of the walks, ge 
: in his hosoin, the < 

up to liis chin, as if to it in its place : a 

of being seen, as a thief of detection. The peop 

If lie to a walk (which he al 

with precipitation) unsmiling their faces, as if 

thought him in their way; lie as sensible < 

being, in and out of the bookseller's she 

if lie of their tinder his coat. C 

see this figure! Yon never tcfll see 

I Mm to yon : and who knows wh< 

for happen again at Tunbridf 

letter printed by Mrs. Barbauld 

to his daughter^ Miss Westc 

we get him in another mood. There is no date to 

but it was evidently written from Tunbridge We! 

time, since it refers to Gibber's already menti 

as written, but not printed. 1 The w 

liim no as yet, he tells Miss 1 

; dizziness was apparently one of 

wonders how they could possibly 

a from vertigo. His nerves 

no tetter; the manners of the Wells were 

to a moralistj especially to a mor 

susceptible to feminine charm, who had i 

on conjugal claims and parental authc 



iv.] 81 

lie 

as if 

" are not they were," 

He did not Join in worship of the 

Miss L. of Hackney, Chudleigh, 

of the lie 

lie fan of 

fribbles Gibber who 

happy " if they can obtain the and familiarity 

of a woman/* lie the " 

on one of the with, a wrinkled 

* I thought,' I, 

* you of the at the Miss Chud- 

is the tea-room. 9 * Pshaw ! ' he, 

is no at her, she is so surrounded by 

the l And I left upon the fret. But lie 

to after ; in lie lew,, Ms 

smooth," 

la August 1748 Richardson sixty, 

as the foregoing to Ms plainly, 

a 

disorders by his 

originating in the of a 

life. He long teen a 

water-drinker, his health not im- 

proved by the bleeding, etc., to which at 
periods of the year lie subjected by the 

l Tonpet was a famous wig-maker. Cf. Bramston's An of 
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/i.* 1 tu Hill at this jui*e 

* , v/^tL wiiU'li, in the 

J f h Arfw*:3 
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4 VoK you of by two more," 

LifliartK'ii to Hill in an unpublished letter of 7th 
Xt '*!**! 1748. "The Whole will Seven; 

that I-*, * *ie to attend these two. Eight 

cTi uu-d Iiit' Seven, by a smaller Type. Ashamed as 
I a**i tf t,if- Prolixity, I thought I the Public 

Ei^ht V< K in Quantity for the Price of Seven"; and 
he add . later footnote to explain that the 12mo book 

4 * was at fir, . r in Seven Vols. [and] Afterwards 

by Restorations, Eight as now." These 

"deferred Restorations" were first effected in the 
or larger print edition of 1751, the Preface 
to which says "It Is proper to observe with, regard 
to the Edition that it lias been thought fit to 

Passages, and several Letters which were 
in the former merely for shortening-sake." 1 
Of the volumes constituting the first edition, 

in November 1747 ; two more in 
April 1748 (making "the 4 Vols. you have/' above 
to) ; the remaining three, which, accord- 
ing to Mr. Urban's advertisement, "com pleats the 
whole," in December 1748. This Is confirmed in 
1749 ? by one of Richardson's correspondents, 
u Belfour," who, on the llth of that month, has 
the three volumes. These dates are of 

as showing how great a strain Richardson 
pat upon his readers. What may be called the crucial 

1 to whom Richardson had apparently sent a copy 

of the edition of 1751, replies (9 Mar.), "I was . . . glad to 
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the her her purity 

her her in 

her her 

not to her as she 

it. This it is the of her 

the of her " Xo no nc 

" a 

a " has a in the 

is to the world." Wi 
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" Neither ancient nor ever 

us in the which ii 

not hers.'' . . . "Almost victim 

the of her ; evei 
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to Justify her Liking." This was writ 
full year the publication of the earliest voli 

of the book. IE December 1747, when they 
the character is still being altered. l 
Libertine," he tells Hill, " in the next Volume pi 
to be so vile that I regretted the Necessity, as I 
call it, which urged me to put the two forme 
Press. 1? All this seems to indicate that there was 
little study of real life in Lovelace ; but that he \ 
with the progress of the story in the heated brai 
his inventor, who furnished him with fresh qualiti 
defects as they were required by the developmei 
the plot. It is the triumph of the author's instin* 
art that, notwithstanding the improbabilities ani 
consistencies of the portrait, the picture is still d< 
tive. Lovelace's crime is wholly indefensible 
unpardonable ; but it is perhaps intelligible tha 
dash and spirit, his wit, his impudence, his good 1 
and his airs de vainqueur should have found ME 
dulgent apologists among some (Eichardson in 
says "most") of the author's lady friends. " 
was to die for it," writes one of these, " I cannot 
being fond of Lovelace. A sad dog ! why would 
make him so wicked, and yet so agreeable ? " It ii 
fair to say that this was only at the fourth vol 
when he had not yet filled up the measure oi 
iniquity. After vol. v. her tone is changed. " 
have drawn a villain above nature," she cries 
" And von make that villian a sensible man. with r 
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critic* say f w<it Ari M;.!*- iv ^ 
as "improluhle 11* - ^ibiLt y/ 

But the It 13 fc * Mr*\ B*\fV'iir " j t^nAei 

sV ?aj * IK tiling *\x :t aether 
lias exercised ^auy ai! tkit 1 th** ai 

impunity^ whicli, in ^pite c i th 1 1 -t iv, kle.-i 

frankness In his written \^n rim atj n-, L>v* la*'i 
carries out his fla^itit a; prxKli^sr% TL fir^t *i< t 

is by Mrs. I*arl aultl wLo tLiiil tli^t 'i* Fr^n i 

"his memoir's,' aiid Lli ^^ILaitrl*-; *vvitl 

Lii-^ht Lave pas^ea ini^te^ ; but thu.t 
in England^ he **wou T d lav** been run tli^ugli tlit 
body, long he aeen the faf e c I C.'Iari>sa, 01 

Colonel Morden.'' Sct-tt aL-o exj regies liis surprise 
Clarissa did not invoke the asisi stance of a raagis 
tratc. "We "will venture to say trat Jabtict Fielding 
would have afforded her [I 'laris&a] his mc?t 
protection ; if Ton*Iins. n the Misi 

Montague^ or any other of Love'aee'a hac 

ventured to in the [at Street] th^i 

would hae by his as ol< 

acquaintances." The is b] 

the late H. B. Trail! in an in tin 

Contemporary for 1883. " The 

i See Twining's Aristotle's &m ed., 1812 

i.,184, and note. " Such a as Caliban^ for is it upon 

tible. Yet Shakespeare has the character api#ar probable 

not certainly, to refon ? but to : is, we wici,I>' n 

ab-omt the of It in reading. Is not the Lon 

of Richardson, in this view, oat of nature, more 

able, than the Calib&n of ? The latter is, at 

consistent. I imaffine a as Caliban : 1 neve 

could imagine a as Lovelace." 
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and some of them must have indiscreetly, tho ? 
any bad Intention, talked of it in all places. J 
later letter (7th 'Nov.) just before the issue 
concluding volumes, he says, " These [advance 
will show you, Sir, that I intend more than r c 
or Romance by this Piece 5 and that it is of the 
Kind : In short, that I thought my principa 
acter could not be rewarded by any Happines 
of the Heavenly. But how have I suffered 
from the Cavils of some, from the Prayers of 
from the Intreaties of many more, to make 
called a Happy Ending! Mr. Lyttelton, t 
Mr. Thomson, 1 Mr. Gibber, and Mr. Pieldin 
been among these." That the author of Joseph JL 
had welcomed the first instalment o'f Clarissa 
Jacobite's Journal , is already known ; but it i 
esting to find him among the advocates of " 
justice." Gibber, however, is the only one of t 
of whose views we have any definite parl 
and these are drawn from a letter written 1 
Pilkington to Richardson as far back as June 
a very early date in the history of the book. I 
related to Mr. Gibber, she says, "the catastr 
the story " and the author's " truly religious an 
reason for it. 37 Thereupon the tears stood in t 
of the old comedian ; he raved theatrically ; 1 
profane in his language. " He should no longer 
Providence, or eternal Wisdom, or Goodness g< 

fcTm TxmTlrl i-f mOT'if. Tirnnnor^Ck o-nrl Vvoonftr txrnr 
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did in print, by a reference to the c 
Joseph Addison as expressed in the f o 
the Spectator.^ Then he sends her vol 
which, as it contains the catastrop] 
matters worse. She still implores him 
plan. " It is too shocking and barba 
publication." "I am as mad as tl 
Clarissa/ 7 she says, in concluding he 
am afraid I cannot help hating you, : 
your scheme." Other letters follow, 
care to see the remaining volumes ; she 
to read them; she is not at all anxioi 
becomes of all Clarissa's wicked relati< 
they had all been dead ten years a 
different now about every character 
"When she does read them, as of com 
is terribly affected. "I verily belie' 
a pint of tears, and my heart is sti] 
they cease not to flow at this moment, 
for some time." "My spirits are stran ; 
says again. "My sleep is disturbed ; 
night, I burst into a passion of cryii 
breakfast this morning, and just no 
is still unconvinced as to the endii 
She has lost an amusement she ha< 
upon, and now she must lock up the 
more to be looked into. It might h 
wise; it might have been that soni 
would for her life have " adorned her 
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the Epistolary Style the lie 
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ILtlkffils* II'A f^r:jn % * r *i A J", *ria^ s ** ti 4 p.r 
wMiii lie 1 il^ritts tr n tLi 1 \i 1 *::i l* j l Lltvt? 
touatry. ' TLp vi^Nr ^hu L^ts ltt**i a.i2*\i?*y c 
fn hi t\t *"T f- v :/.'/. ITU^a^.I m 4 M, u-*o ^: 
l^?4.'iibt s L- l*Liii?c'" a** ** Mr !L*Lii -on, a IV^jL-s 
if other le j*nta t be b^ati^ds am] 
i:.triit.J, Ci^ip^i^^, a r ^il JiiU^L ]*rjj-t\ that tL 
tkiilar^ of i*veuu2iis takrr Ij LoveLt e **tx<.e< 
of dtti'i'}.* T*">t* -it'x'd j,t M^s. Sirc^i 
ke bayi -iuaice AZUL, a.in reiie^fi au appr^h' 
wLich t it ' netdAe^i to 525 pr^veJ ; n the ^ r >' 

ground' e5 tLat In 1 i r iiite C?!^^vi wr lutl 
the of Ci k rue*lk- st tragedy of /7rr*^? r* , whi h 

the >tag, i at^eiunt f >lin v 11 subject. 

hv Mr. "Prhan. nmhal 
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contemporary critics of Clarissa found verj 

same fault with her history as people do to- 

The copy of the little pamphlet we have 

has no title-page, so that it is not possible t< 

it was published. But the date at the < 

letter is 8th June 1749. A year later, Mess 

Millar, Bivington, and Leake issued a sn 

of 76 pages entitled Meditations collected 

Sacred Books; and adapted to the different > 

deep Distress; gloriously surmounted by Pat 

and Resignation. Being those mentioned in 

of Clarissa as drawn up for her own Use. 1 

bastard-title is a sonnet to Richardson si{ 

(i.e. Thomas Edwards of the Canons ofCriti( 

" Advertisement to the Reader " states that 

of the History of Clarissa having transcril 

use of some select friends, the Thirty-six 1 

of the heroine, four only of which are inse 

history, was induced to give them to the 

serviceable to all such as labour under grea 

and disappointments." It would also se: 

alleged, to accentuate the fact that Clariss* 

mere Novel or Romance, but a religious worl 

the Meditations which follow, and which t 

to in a letter to Eichardson from Mrs. Dels 

Mrs. Dewes, of 24th September 1750, wer 

part of the unabridged book, is not clear ; 1 

certainlv writes meditations and leaves t. 
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Ecclesiastic^ the Wisdom of and the 

and in a preface purporting to be by 

she is said to have 

The book is necessarily one of not ne 

be said in this place ; but it the 

Bichardson's attitude as a 

perhaps more interesting still, the 

dinary way in which he and 

identify, himself with his To a 

who should happen upon the 

further knowledge, it to be 

all the marks of that the 

endeavoured to suggest. 

Various attempts, een from the 
have been made to shorten PreVost's trai 

lation of 1753 was really an Xine yei 

later, after Pre*vost's death, the 

invited Kousseau to further 1 

Bousseau, whose indolence 

edge of English was it I/, < 

M. Texte suggests) was not 
magnify further a rival author 
popular, put aside the which, a 

Yillemain, was eventually by 

1846. ML Janin prefixed an 
to Ms work. The latest experiment in 
apparently that of M. Ernest Guillemot^ who,, in IS 1 
squeezed Clarissa's eight volumes a 

crima "I KA "m^CfOta Tr TT.n rrl i oVi 4-liA fifd- r*AmriTPC; 
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he itd 



, *,- *k r^I h;' hw route; 
t I IL^ It '.vit^iii* tLe Hi 

it I tLr* -\]It;iiiv* U (Vel. I 

v Yi lie lu Kl Fit. kti 

r .it It: l:nl- hLin, freqi;t*r 
* It :u-Ii ,f <,, " , ok, whirl] 
n * j--Liu f ry, ' Ly wLieli pi 
. iAii-ieiita, would in his opii 
l)e ** one of the 

of the World/' There an 1 

It his favouri 

by out the bindir 

; but his Mr. Wright, in a 

the for 1901, 

to of the kind. 

Bat at all ? Why not tl 

still, as it, < 

of ? Any retr 

be to ] 

all is < 

a ? Cto 

its of its it never be o: 

alive to Ms 
it Consistent!; 

his lie as 

he Ms Why no : 

was to his instincts 
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for their Kichaxdson for the 

and the story At the time, it may 

be to whether, in the present year of 

he will ever find an admirer fervent enough to 

him, like his " sincerely obliged " Miss Margaret 

Collier, four several times ; still less to read Clarissa^ 

Mr. Edwards of Turrick ? "at least once a year/ 3 

in addition to Orandfoon. 



V 

C 1 E.E ES PC) N D EN C , 1 T 

TYT *4 "* iw ** - wi H ^ >n v F i/ * ] f i fV?> j* * * % rs 

if Fie!uinj> JW^l J//I > < * h*i 1 i*** 4 ra.lv 
ternlle timir* in IL L*4ia-^/^ ^:-l*\ If to this 
that, li^LtH or wr^/i^'j, h** 4il < *? bj,w in Iniu tL 

t?f -5ll^# it'*\4 f file Gift Il 1 L-lot i 1 1 J 

4t siiiplt to L"a\t.ii/" Of lit*, luw*\**r, Fielt 
fcoiiip overt.ir^s t* \ ills an tt>jir\iile h 

In the JwJiWi Jo*i~* ^ lie bit < ^rdiallv pr: 
lirt two vi >1 1 lines of ^ >f n ; i ** JM. a Simpl;c 
Mannt!- 3 , j-ii^li d^ ^ 4 Peiieti^ti *n into X^a] 
PoTer tu rai^t 31 a\ i a^ma tlit Fu^^i ^ns^ left 
either a ? *f *t nt or 223 exit iii, Lavt 1 l^tii jw^^e^^ed c 
de* Ui\- L And then Le Lal ma, it? an apfo-i 
H'TOtv, 1 whi'h quotation (with a Hi 
to frhcw that Le Ldl eciiSultfl tie 
liichai Jsoi: ^nLseqaentlv inaerte'l in Li^ Pu*,ts< 
an into the quatrain of ; 

to history : 

" of the ! 

Tlae of ibe 

terrify the 



imp.*.] iff 

aii i '-j f*rth. A.i we 

aiuun^ tii*- advM*ate* t,f a ** ending," wai 

an ;*>lditionul tf*tnzioriy to his in the 

Hat in February 1719 lie anc 

this time beyond tiie of He 

li^Lod T**m JK/I&*. 

It Is pitiable that the of Tom 

aim fil Kit hardaun far the 

either of &vtMf!<t or of ^Iwr/reir*. For he 

eoulti always e*,nsole by or 

tonteii'}'t,an'I by what, in the 

&ymj athy of his fi lewis. But TOM /ow^% Fielding 

a^ a iletinite In fiction, 

himself to a u Province of Writing/ 

having a public of 

The young of her neighbourhood 

'* Mrs. Belfour ^ told the of 

for ever as theii 

u Tom Joneses/* the on hac 

of going so far as to 

to Ms " Dutch puppy." In. a 

of Richardson tc 

his Minerva al 

Plaistow. What did of this " coarse-titled y: 

its "' " ? He had not i1 

not lie. But lie evidently a 

its contents. Astraea Minerva took him 

literally; a very business-like, far toe 

of their impressions of Mr. Fieldinsf s 
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| "rewarded Sincerity, punished and ex] 

J ; risy, showed Pity and Benevolence in an 

| and Avarice and Brutality in very des; 

4 This was too much for Richardson wl 

declining to read the book, rejoined 

#, plot, hero, and heroine with such ener 

tears of vexation from the fine eyes 
and Astraea, who presently found then 

' discreditable predicament of having appi 

| of Evil Tendency." Nevertheless they s 

by their guns, and still hoped, through 

f that when their honoured friend at Full 

f| to study Tom Jones for himself, he mi 

y Thread of Moral meaning " in it. Eicha 

^ of course, and at length. He referred 

a " very indelicate, a very impetuous, a 

% spirited Man." But he promised vag 

would, if opportunity offered, " bestow a 
Tom Jones. Whether he eventually did 
cult to decide. But in a letter to another c 
dated January 1750 a letter in which 
to harp on " the weak, the insipid, the '. 
Inn-frequenting Sophia" and her "illegi 
he professes, as before, to speak on h 
he been at leisure to examine Tom Jones 
were possible to have leisure for such 
would no doubt be able " to do the Aut 

TTrnn t.Tiis nm-nf; 



' 
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hours a-composing, 1 will no longer be heard or talk Vuf. 
Mr. Lowe's letter is to be seen at South Kensingtoi 
and Richardson has gravely endorsed it with his <yw 
hand "Cracker, T. Jones." 

Of the correspondents to whom this chapter 
the majority are women. " My acquaintance/' sai 
Richardson in one place, "lies chiefly among t! 
ladies; I care not who knows it." In the interv; 
between the publication of Pamela and the publieatk 
of Clarissa, he had added a good many new friends i 
the other sex to his list. The most voluminous < 
these was the lady already referred to as "Mr 
Belfour," of whom, and of whose real title, we sha 
speak hereafter. Among the earlier, come thr< 
names, with which Richardson and his rival are mo: 
or less connected those of Sarah Fielding, and tl 
two sisters, Jane and Margaret Collier. With San 
Fielding, and indeed with all the Miss Fielding 
Richardson appears to have been on a friendly footin 
In his letter to Astrsea and Minerva Hill he says, 
love Four worthy Sisters of Ms [Fielding], with who 
I am well acquainted." As already pointed out, : 
speaking of the Young correspondence, Sarah Fieldii 
must have been a visitor at North End as early ; 
1744, and in one of her own epistles, dated Janua: 
1749, she refers to the gratification it would ha- 
afforded her to act as Richardson's secretary. " Pie? 
antly surprised should I have been, suddenly to ha' 
found all my thoughts strengthened, and my wor 
flow into an easy and nervous style," she writes- 
expressions which suggest that the accomplish 
author of David Simple was not averse from exercisii 
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that form of flattery which Bacon defines as 
a man for those things wherein " he is most De 
as, for instance, he himself did when he cor 
James I. for his slobbering elocution. But it 
owned that if his friends praised Eichardson 
them (like G-arrick) in kind. " I have ji 
thro 3 " " re-perused " is the word elsewhere- 
two vols. of Letters/' he writes to Sarah Fi< 
December 1756. [These were manifestly the 
Letters between the Principal Characters in Davi 
1747.] "What a knowledge of the huma 
Well might a critical judge of writing say, ai 
to me, that your late brother's knowledge < 
not (fine writer as he was) comparable to yor 
was but as the knowledge of the outside of 
work machine, while yours was that of all 
springs and movements of the inside." ( 
enough, this is very much the praise which, 
years later, Johnson, no doubt the critic 
referred to, gave to Richardson himself, 
was as great a difference between them [Ei 
and Fielding]," he said, " as between a man A\ 
how a watch was made, and a man who coul( 
hour by looking on the dial-plate." With he 
on one side, and Eichardson on the other, p 
Fielding must have been sadly embarrassed 
Eichardson praised her, her brother, on his 
not behindhand. He had written a friendl; 

fr\ D/fmW ,Q r i*/wi/rk7d o-nrl T-<a T-iarl -nrkf: rmltr -nvo-f 
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IM*U tli* 4*"* ol li r l'i*^ 'i% th** t r o M. > < ^:i 
t*i la*i^Lt^r' uf Ar 1 *r t- Hit r, tLe u* U} i^\^i L-LJ 
aL 1 tLt re ai* Inli^ati rs tLdt t^r' w*-/e a, 1 tLit 
'11.1*^1 1^' t"> IL^kirl ii f' " jrj'itnta of ru /i-t*y. Jar 
ioLi^r wAi* Sarali FirldiL/s tUldb *rati>r *n the " Ir; 
i^idf^ 8 FJke " taLel * Tut Cry.*' TLe oilier 
Margin t A fre|atiit s^^nnier at Nt-rtli Eni. w; 
ol-'j tL.* /i'tiii^ lady T/LO H &.*;! to La,"^ e:;t i^t i 
]a^r tut i,rtlt 4,! Fi^ltiln^ w'Litli is f**bled 1 
Live ^ervt i a* a gu*ie to Hi-*ra*tL ii* Iriv/iii^ !i: 
f^ipnd 3 prutrait mti.it -y. She lived wit 

FieliL,^ at Ealin fr where ht witnt-s&ei L^s will, an 
slir TV as ci . of tie little party wh:th ar/ 
biu t> L;5i>:n, Bat her obil^atuns .o 
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i ; i ^ * . N- t ** Y,"i^ h* ti. 
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ii' !i'\i*l* ^- a juu *j**.i. ^ f^r tliej w 
t^ Sf , *!, it f 'jr*"!' T. His tir-t l*tt<*r, fisi^ ^ 
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has oa 

; 

I am the 

Juliet 

be 
to by Clarissa, 

not so very 

" 5 of course, a 

for years, 

the as to a letter 

of 1755, the are 

one of 174.9. in his way, a 

; Miss Thomson is right in 
for a the of the 

He was a lover of the 

of of Milton, of in particular, 

set he 

the Miltonie rule. Many of 

to print during 

life-time, are in the to 

of 1803. There are in the 

of as we 

lie an for 

a earlier, lie had 

a clever to- of 

as the of in 

1 IB November 1148 Nothing 

at Brary with as Benedick, Mrs. 

PHt^'harrf . Ho>atrif ft i-n A? irk* nitrate an/? tzrae fsi11svnrAH 
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lif* yxpo-ed of the 

tin tio*is A r ai- 1 >hl'tft It h& 

iieU tl'dt L d^erved ' 

* /i''- il i.l, Di. Julmson, was inclined to 
iC'.kuu*' n, who fauekd lie laad 
\\.iri i/Mi, A"uld have pressed to 

W.iiMrt ii f^rtaer still in a rival c 

Tu f ait in OIL Edwards, like Ms 
c .-'iitr/j it d nnneraLn to Pope's Twickenham gi 
not so aa of the a' 

the on as to 

for the older i 
his of leisurely 

in folklore, the 

of a to 

at " Tamping " publisher: 

to resolution upon any defin: 

He visited North End frequently from his 1 

Turrick, Wendover in Backs, making frier 

Kichardson's little circle of " Muses and Grao 

the with his 1 

He finally under Kick 

ia 175T. 

of Richardson's correspondents^ wit 

tils to have begun not lon| 

the publication of Miss Sarah W 

of had visited this you 

her in their country-seat^ and on hi 

of the gardens, the j 
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to at an 

paternity which |>ennitted to wit 

Miss Sally at his One of his to her froj 

Tunbridge Wells quoted ia the previous 

there is none Interesting in the rest of tl 

batch. The young lady dwells edifyingly on her CGI 
tempt for u Ranelagh's lofty dome, or VauxhalPs run 

scenes/' displays a praiseworthy disdain for tl 
proceedings of the husband-hunting Miss Gunning 
who have " starring " at Eofield. " May toupees 
powder, lace, and (the composition of ti 

pretty fellows) follow them in troops, to 
be stared at, till the more bashful youths gh 
the first blush ! " So writes this gentle moralist ; an 
" her best and good papa " is enraptured at the sent 
ments. "When women turn seekers," he replic 
oracularly, " it will not do. Gudgeons may bite ; bi 
not even then but by accident, and through ine: 
perienee of the wiles of anglers. ... I hear they [ti 
Gunnings] have been rudely treated at Windsor, i 
they were at Edmonton." Nevertheless^ when Mis 
Westcomb went shortly afterwards to Ankerwyl 
(where she fished and caught " no, not even a gudgeon n 
she unfortunately enjoyed herself so thoroughly ths 
she forgot to write to her self-constituted parent 2 
North End, who forthwith despatches a seven-pa 
remonstrance to the errant " offspring of his mind." I 
1754 Miss Westcomb lost her mother, and not long af te 
wards, in July 1756. she is happily engraved to a vex 



us 

the we of her, in Mrs. 

is use (through Pamela) of Mr. 

in the of her little boy. 

of the of correspondents from -w 

naturally have expected a good deal of 

is disappointingly unfruitful; and that Is t! 

cluster round Dr. Patrick Del any at 

Delany had known Richardson as far back as 1' 

his to Mrs. Pendarves, 1 

her Mrs. DeweSj and her friei 

Miss SuttoRj as well as the Do< 

at intervals to Richardson betwi 

1758. The theme, as usual y is very n 

" Clarissa," Richardson's other perf o 

future. Upon the whole, Mrs. D* 

of Mrs. Barbauld's informants rem 

at North End f "a. venerable old lady, wit 

eyes," is the most interesting. She 

well-educated, and well-connected; 

of polite society was not without i 

seeking to recruit and suj 

Ms by actual "documents." H 

is her playing up to Richardson's petty 

of Fielding, who had now given further offenc 

of Amelia. Writing on the topi 

*' man/' who was to form the subject of 

next workj Mrs. Donnellan says in 

us to Capt Booth and Betty Thought!* 

W a,ww rww3 *e rr74i1 Ttrtflh 4-lh<nif ft-flal -ff\r /%iii /i^w 
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humour." reply is a 

of " Will 1 to Booth? 

Capt. Booth, lias his own 

Mr. Fielding lias over- writ ten or 

written; in his own of his 

; lias promised the 
no for him. The piece, in short, is as 

as if it published forty as 

to sale." And then lie on to say he has 

but the first volume, he intended to 

go through with it, but lie found the 

situations so ** wretchedly low dirty " he 
could not be interested in any one of them, and lie 
finally winds up with a of gossip 

touching Fielding, Ms first wife, his charactersj and his 
works. 

That not as a success as Tom Jones, 

is true ; we have the word of Miss Elizabeth Carter 
the Beaux Fine Ladies disliked the author's 
new type of wifelio0d ? were unanimous in pro- 

nouncing her history to be " very sad stuff " a verdict 
with which Miss Carter to her credit be it spoken 
does not seem to have concurred. But it is instruc- 
tive to compare Richardson's shrewish and ill-natured 
utterances with the from the Covent- 

Journal, to which lie reference. Field- 

ing brings his before Ms own " Court of Censorial 
Enquiry." He lets Amelia's accusers ; but he 

disdains to plead her cause against them. " If you, 
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k * It 13 1^ y* *i 1 Tiiy eoiii ept:i>E % " 1 
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A, ***?'*. I ans A r ereJ, that ne v;a- / J"cl 11 
so, broaus>e lie cin^t i'iea*i Citton's I**;^'/' F/t 
^'h^re t\e wo^n.-n are Jiais, a^l tli* 1*^1* vci 
TLii is ijLM>ie'ice, but in ti> the c 

*' luwi'^ss* ' tiiat br^l*ear of tlie ea/i^r st,* 
lii.iTri.ariiti, in flf^ rniijrb no answer TH r^- .loire.l 
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W\ hc^trr, Dr. Now*on Ogle, 4& S!ie 
fur 1 - : i L T V t l'ip uvual, th*s pi un-spok: n 

, * Lai 4ie * ueaaly a^Iy, to be ^ure uch - 
*:>* mi lijH f s^eh a rlunch figure! " (**Clu: 
a wr*r\ r*ean:i2^ **thI*K-set," or "'stu 

is maeh kinder. u Mr 
, , . is the 3i*perinr*y c 

ju,* ra i ' cnivive, an4 f aJ of ttfjft'rsifus from goot 
ta' ^nt% ar i in 
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w^r-e ii vts r.t rj.ii' i*j^ ^lllfK ti*V, dt ^plte 
au2* 4 *tn*kG^ of a"jsv*w Pale'non " wr ^c i <>nLe< 
a ** grutto "' anl a u i s v " ? niA^t* It 

not to i,Iii^ wlt^. tlie k atJit/r of C7f ; 

" To Iy ; 

mil 

of the 

to 
to 
in Fancy's 

; 

Ms 
to Age," 

of very idyl the ] 

is, of an was Hiss I 

of the Highi 



1124 

I > . ; i* *" * i T } i 1 " > 1 4 lit Fi 

L T 3 . I ' .- H.^* ..'>i> t< - 

t j * . t ^ II" L . * ^ % Via* i 

i Ijl r * 3 '.^ ^* T i t < ^| 1 t)V *\u 

I*- ,** j 'j ; i. i % <'-*t 11* r Ti i*.>*,<'H 
4 t * ,1 LJ I:, 17U I iJ/i ^ia.ti i tu^>, 
! 'i / J , 7 L > 11 1^ f* i:; mL* 'L i/ ^ ai." 
A] r. "i" t* * 4 f. ,lo*"n^ j> ar. TIi** "4'i 
/* K , Iv tL -* ilei './jMtio*^ ot 1L*:M Li^a t 
M:** II tVA- * '1 i* 1* r-* I.* lr-*r st^ry <f ,A /> j 'O'< 
,/i .i'. j . He ial yJ-u }a*i t t*-il (Ian ^a, 
Vii 1 Ij ke Wt* and ?ne^s " favoured Iv li 
Horace Wai !_'!** ; an 1 lie xiiaJe a stu Iv of tLe 
i*ii;i.l> fruii. tbo l^e^iniiliig of the novel. 3 
Itorbu aid's fifth volu-ne tbere is an Ode to 
Mulso, prompted by Ills of 

son, no doubt the full-length in the National 
Gallery, which is 1750. 

4i Well can thy running 
Hie of his 

Well his eye, 

With humanity ; 

humour too the 
And countenance bespeak." 

Mr. Highmore, however, not seem to 

garded his daughter's Corydon with the 

as did the " Palemon. ?? Yet Mr. John Di 

Junior, not without distinction. He s 
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^ j Kat T*. T.I * ** -> * il I ilc in >a 8 i;:tt ir iLy i , a.it^ v*-i 
mil/ t<* tl t i fi.-jt, anil i, ith > i, a^^ui-H, i^ ti:> u-tle 1 
]* rf TL**LH<\^ \' T L > 11 Liay f till r^ rea.x at large in tl 
t'oluiue of Feartii's colltition: 

" Thou, so oft pleaa'd, bat 

the of the 

thy 
The of the lav ; 

Folly's to 

aid the by 

the " " (Mr 

asd of 

the not due of 

and even to wlis 

prol>aMy was the of his 

i-ffort, of of the Orft I 

Cyuthifii Miss "Delia" and "Eugenia 

Hijiunore, "the her 

jears * ? : 

4i her 

The arts on all her 

And the Nine their votary Inspire, 

* the one the lyre,' 1 
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them, li f '^ h.ij i *!;* f r ^^ ^** t - t s i-t ^ L* 
Mrs Barbau-,1 i r i;t* * i *.i *L I f * i- \v- * 

iA^orc 1 w"a6 if t'tit*** a, ?'i * --LI' ^ * ii*~ i.i^'*t< 

wltL the exie|>t^^ *i t'-e ^. , " it u t T. 

Weil quoted ^i the Io, ck, :*-i\ t" *" ;i^ 

i^ter^s 1 " <hx, . f ^j L ^huhi'f*] 

young lady's k;nlrei" 1 ^ Mr I>ui* -"e, 1. 

of that teav*i;j: ra'llt-^y ^ ' an i K: ; 

to ha^e cxiell^I/ ai a ? LI Untal'y L * f 

than he kn w TV Leu lie j^a\? t 

accused Km tf \v;i ^ like "F, "y" 

(.tyxfii to ** tara^tiili-e * a v id wl 

expres^:venes, Lu^ht hav*- r^en ; HY> 

the of -riJ* % f ^* , Wv *^ . 7 ; fc ?, lit * *.nr; 

i "My Is a one, aofi 
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en , i* *i* v> * i* 1 * * l*' i* i'* i f ' "' * 
iirr M, hi'/**-**'*- " Tl - la*- 

LI*A \ ji^im r .t i- H -i, /. , ", 

.*il *i<* *^.i "f na-ler, t\j,l 1 &tul 

r'^ 1 *n e : Li* * w VTII*. 

iiti *t i^n.ii;^ It *t T Wi.t i*f r t *> "ji 
4 ^e x M '< :. ii* i** 1 i cf ^*^*.t ;ih' iti: 
I\i ^iiltl j r.iit^ ^ irix-*ur of e]i *!* t ^ 
TTIM* ^ir^yi^an rallied ^keit >n, v Lo h^Ii/d 
*o i to ^et In !ii> In a u btrf ' Jt t^ty 
bin^nii Lku! iiutre^t. <>f tie r* -t, a lette. 
Df-frr-Mil of Paris l in January 17*11, \vLe*: tl 
etlitiua. of Ctctrii&a was at pre^s, coutaiLS &O A 

complains of the 

the broil glit him,- 

vous infirmities that " time mends not." ' 
he "has almost killed me. You km 

business me. You by 

time I. write, that I not neglect that, 

may preserve that Independency which is 1 
of my life. 1 never sought out of myself J 
My own industry, God's providence, ha 
whole reliance." In the Postscript 
Tom Jones. " Tom Jones is a dissolute 
is over ? even with us. Is it true, that " 
virtue enough to refuse a licence for soeti 
performance ? " This story has the suppor 

!Mr. J. B. Defrayal was the author of the fin 

tory letter In the first edition of Pameftz, which 
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** delicacy, which, on so i 

at a 

by an arrfit the 

bungling abridgement of Be la Place, a t 

lation." But Mr. Defreval, in his to 

not It. 4 * I am to say it, but y< 

my des 

in to ref 

licence to Tom : I think It a 

pronouncing it [!], for I 

never piece, though much extolled ; but i 

a this while, consid< 

go orij I don't believe Is a 

to be refused 

of the tendency are of ge 

it by or by crook.*' 

of 

This wa 

in her ad< 

the of " Mrs. Belfour." She to ' 

to her in n 

to the of ; lie 

be the per 

of a evidently a 

Ms as a so 

she did not to leave off. 

to would 

to ; he replied by endeavo" 



130 SAMUEL KICHAKDSOX [ CHJ 

to induce her to visit ISTorth End. A good deal 
finessing ensued on both sides: on his, to identi 
the lady at certain places where she announced tl 
she would be ; on hers, to see him without being sec 
In order that she might make no possible mistake 
this preliminary investigation, he gave her a detail 
description of himself which has long been recognis 
as a faithful picture. " I go thro' the Park once 
twice a week to my little retirement ; but I will : 
a week together be in it every day three or fc 
hours, at your command, till you tell me you he 
seen a person who answers to this description, name 
Short, rather plump than emaciated, notwithstandi 
his complaints : about five foot five inches : fair w 
lightish cloth coat, all black besides : one hand gen 
ally in his bosom, the other a cane in it, which 
leans upon under the skirts of his coat usually, thai 
may imperceptibly serve as a support, when attacl 
by sudden tremors or startings, and dizziness . . . lo 
ing directly foreright, as passers-by would imagii 
but observing all that stirs on either hand of 1 
without moving his short neck ; hardly ever turn 
back: of a light-brown complexion; teeth not 
failing him ; smoothish faced and ruddy cheeked : 
sometimes looking to be about sixty-five, at ot 
times much younger : a regular even pace, steal 
away ground, rather than seeming to rid it : a g 
eye, too often overclouded by mistinesses from 

"U rm A - "\n-r-r >-iT-rt - n r\ 1 4 TT/^1 TT TTVYTT 1 1 tr *1 TT 1 4". TnTI 11 Y\C* IT 
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for that: as he aj j rua* lr-s a <u'ly f V* *sv > L ' r ^ r 
fixed LI* f i"i' >, *> it A}LI ** i' i ,, ai* l JL' i * 

he it up pietty vi; kly i>r a **ii ** *, ;iz i u; 

would ,i r -A** tL 'i^L* ^ILI a* all m * t\y .f 

observation) t^j-t fr ni Ii^r air an 4 tl t L. * u 1 ^ i 
iier face, lie \t e r il'j.vi* I TI LI*J 1^.11 1 a," . ; * i v a; ^ 
then on to tLe i^-.-xt ol j^^t L^ 1 1^? !n ; ^ u!y tlrji 

looking If lie icifutly I i's tr I*-^k^^ i- if hf 

would, see if the ^a-ly a^^,t ai i-.i ic all of a **<>, 12* 
the light or in tiit j t'tLrr/* 

In Mrs. nrV rep.y to th % w"'i*h i- Jatfil lf.*> 

December 1741*, j.ie is ^,iL Jthleiatin*. SLc .r^i t 
accept the invitation to Xurth E^i-I But ,-!i La,* -, nt 
his to a frieiiil. Tin* Jt^-n^tioii ft tL' j 

frlendj how r eer is evitlntiya ilt^tTii ti< -i; uf liti^*-!!. 
" She Is middle-aged, a 

plump, brown as an a of 

country red in her ; t 

but nothing forbidding." " She will 

the Park every the of 

one two." of 

accordingly we 

self for But " Mrs. Belfour," too, 

the gift of " tarantalising." By or 

whim of the sender, he did not her of 

the 16th the On the 

following Sunday, by 

almost seems an indisposition from going 

to North End, he into the Park with nothing 



tory words by the memorable commendatio 

had "enlarged the knowledge of human n 
taught the passions to move at the coi 
virtue," would probably not have endorsed tl 
as to style. It seems, however, to be a 
none of Johnson's own efforts had so large 
Richardson's contribution. Another thing 
is Lord Orrery's Remarks on Swift, to whicl 
son, having met His Lordship in Millar's 
exchanged civilities, is naturally well dis 
was Orrery who first started the story < 
marriage to Stella ; and it is interesting to i 
Richardson professes to have heard of the 
as " a certain truth " long before Orrery h. 
And he adds that his informant was a lad 
ness, no enemy but to what was bad in 
description which may perhaps stand for Mr: 
In a later letter of 24th February 1753, fc 
unusual amount of bookish chit-chat. ' 
Ciceros of Gibber and Conyers Middleton 
pared ; and there is mention of The Ferna* 
whose authoress, Charlotte Lenox, was ofte 
at North End, and had complimented Claris 
a kindness which the "admirable Writei 
to deprecate. Another reference is 

1 Her la it. " Your account of 

marriage," h% to Orrery, " ia, I am satis 

Jkrci Orrerf' Remarks on tl 

f Dr. 1754, p. 53). 
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which 

and there Is an of 

Young's of be 

overshadowed by the JEarf of 

by Lord Chesterfield's bricklayer Henry 

But the most interesting of this 

to the foreign versions of the writer's " My 

vanity . . . has been by a me ol 

a translation of Clarissa, in the ir 

eight volumes, from the Dr. Vice 

Chancellor of the University of Gotfingen ; bj 

two volumes neatly printed,, of the in Dutch 

by an eminent hand, M. Stinstra, of Haarlingen, ir 

Friesland, who is going on with the translation, twc 

volumes at a time; also by a present of the 

work in twelve thin volumes in French, translated bi 

the Abbe Prevost, author of the Dean of Cole rain, am 

other pieces. But this gentleman has fit ti 

omit some of the most affecting ; as the 

of Belton ; Miss Howe's lamentation over the o 

her friend ; Sinclair's death ; 

of the letters (though with tha 

passed between Lovelace and Belford, 

death, with some apologies, that, a lady, 

stands the language says, imply a on hi 

nation. 1 He treats the story as a true one; an< 

says, in one place, that the English editor has ofte: 

sacrificed his story to moral instructions, 

etc. the very motive with me, of the story's bein, 



understands the language " is proof that 
son read no French. Prevost, it may be added, did not, as m 
shall see (pott p. 201 .) omit the " reflexion on Ms 
contained in the prefatory letters to 
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written at all." This almost as if this wa 

Richardson's first communication with Prevost. Bu 
the Preface to the French version of Pamela sav 

distinctly that that version had made "avec 1 
participation de 1'auteur, qui a eu la bonte de nou 
fournir un petit Bombre d'additions et de corrections 

as well as some " portraits " of the characters. 

Lady Bradshaigh, besides being the most assiduou: 
is also the last of Richardson's correspondents, li 
deed her final letter is dated after his death, ami i 
addressed to one of his married daughters, Mrs 
Bridgen. She herself survived until 1789, when sh 
died at the age of eighty. But there must have bee 
many visitors to the hospitable house at North En 
who do not figure among the writers of letters, c 
only figure rarely. The already-mentioned Mr; 
Charlotte Lenox, for instance, was often there, an 
could scarcely recall an occasion upon which "he 
host had not rehearsed at least one, but probably tw 
or three voluminous letters, if he found her in tli 
humour of listening with attention." Miss Carte 
(whose Ode on WMom Richardson had boldly annexe 
while In manuscript for the second volume of Clarissc 
and her friend, Miss Talbot, again, were, no doub 
frequently breakfast guests, like Miss Button an 
Mrs, Donnellan. The men visitors were fewer. Bi 
Gibber, as we have seen, came occasionally, and doub 
Speaker Onslow, as well as Thomas Edwarc 
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at a la the 

his and in 

a for 

one of defective intelligence, his 

But presently the 

into an animated invective the 

Second^ clemency been in dis~ 

playing such an of 

the He 

the but at It is 

they not to 

another. 



every incident eagerly eanvassed ? th 
enjoyed the beaefit of knowing beforehand 

situations would strike." It here aisc 

studied Ms guests, of whom he always had a 
assortment on hand, whose own little 
entanglements were frequently developed u 
eye, " becoming the of grave advice 

raillery." " I often sat by in company* 1 

a correspondent^ " silently pleased 

opportunity given me ? by different arguers, o: 
into the of of them, through wine 

at other closed." It is 

his " lower-garden of iadiei 
as critics of his work, or as object-lessons in se 
" You cannot Madam," he says, ir 

letter to a different person, " how much the C 
of Clarissa, of Miss Howe, of Lovelaee ? of ^ 
man, have let me into the Hearts and Son 
Acquaintance of both Sexes ? some of which 
Sophia Tom Jones, have greatly confirm 

been published in 1747-48, 
Janes in 1749. Whether Sir Charles Grandis 
have written at all if Jones had neve 
is a which it would now be 

to it is that then 

the two than is generally : 
Tom at all events, a hero with ms 

it is that he 

at all a pattern. I 

in the of sho 
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. to TK i .lit ai-d fru tif j hi** =asily-futi ju^l f*i* -y, 
altlioagh his iuia^iueti tli^t 

a ii 

be no 
did aici the of 

of ; bill 

lie sat to 6Vr Grand i to tt* lit 

far for a fresh 

he 

We to of 5i> Gramlifon at tin 

of 1T4 ? still 

as "Mrs. Belfour," to 
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the world his idea of a good man and fine 
combined. In his reply, he demurs and hesil 
has doubts as to drawing such a character, ] 
the favour shown to Lovelace, and the il 
accorded to the excellent but unattractive H 
his earlier book. The question comes ag 
front in June of the following year. He 
visited at North End by Mrs. Donnellan 
Sutton, "both very intimate with one Clarissa 
and both extremely earnest with him to gr 
good man." The good man, it is understooc 
wonderfully polite, but no Hickman. " Ho 
hope that ladies will not think a good mj 
man ? " he asks Miss Highmore. When Mrs. 
gets back to Epsom, in acknowledging the M 
and other books which Richardson has sent 1 
returns to the subject. "I fancy," she sayi 
would draw a fine man, as you have a w 
young ladies would "become your correspond 
readily." Prom the reply, the idea is eviderj 
shape in Richardson's mind. Will not the 
him what they want ? What is the ideal n 
and what is he not to do ? in order to ac 
maintain an exemplary character. It would 
futile to avoid leading him into difficulties 
challenges, etc. (to which as a good man he 
particularly exposed), simply because he ( 
consistently with his character, be honoura 
cated from such a position. Then ought 
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ui*:^ ,^j n K f i^> oa ^ithj 

Mr^. I^-lanj, is * L*'.*re u : &.a t tnai t# 
l*a**,a^i av ,1 ,1^-11 n b , tiat r* k *.;. L^ 
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compassed ? " How should I," writes E/ichardsor 
Mrs. Dewes, " a very ordinary man, unlearned, all 
early years employed to get a mechanic business f< 
livelihood [a business which, he writes elsewhere, i 
sometimes employs him eighteen hours out of 
twenty-four] . . . touch those subjects as theyreqi 
the scenes, most of them, in high life." Mrs. Donnel 
to whom he appeals, is not very practically help 
" You are very humble in desiring help and scene 
be given you. Indeed the manners of high 
fashionable life consist in a sort of routine, as 
French call it, which varies so often, that it must 
catched flying." l " The present turn," she adds, 
taste " ; and she goes on to quote Mrs. Montagu 
Foote's new farce with that title, then [1752] aci 
at Drury Lane. " Taste," she considers, " would 1 
very proper subject for Sir Charles GrandisoD 
expatiate on." In a letter to Lady Bradshs 
another difficulty is revealed. " I own that a g 
woman is my favourite character, and that I cai 
twenty agreeable things for her, none of which we 
appear in a striking light in a man." Yet, in spit 
all these drawbacks, the book seems to be insens: 
making way. Before the end of 1751 he had sei 
sketch to Mrs. Donnellan ; and by the middle of 
following year, it has advanced considerably. " ' 
good man "... he writes, " is grown under my ha 

1 Mrs. Donnellan is here, of course, referring, not to 
sort of good breeding which, as Scott says, is "natural 
unchangeable," but to that other, which, " consisting of an 
quaintance with the evanescent manners and fashions of 
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Fielding was lying ill at Bow Street, the boc 
completed by a seventh and final volume, 
currently with this seven volume duodecimo editi 
issued a six volume edition in octavo. The w. 
the work in this case came out within five r 
whereas the publication of Clarissa had extend* 
a year. But the volumes, or part of them, mu: 
been in print before November 1753, as J 
acknowledged the receipt of some of them, pi 
the first four, in September. 1 " It is a kind of 
nical kindness," he says, on the 26th, "to give 
much at a time, as makes more longed for ; b 
[he added graciously] will probably be though 
of the whole, when you have given it." He 
honest, however, not to observe upon the Pre: 
which Richardson, while in one place pra< 
admitting the authorship of the book, says in i 
" How such remarkable collections of private 
fell into the editor's hand he hopes the read 
not think it very necessary to enquire." Jo' 
comment upon this is thoroughly characteristic 
you were to require my opinion which part | 

i From a letter to Miss Talbot, dated 21 Se; 
Miss Carter had received them still earlier. " Mr. Ri< 
has been so good as to send four volumes of his most c 
work. . . . Everybody, I am sure, will be struck v 
advantageous difference of the language, though but 
observe it with the peculiar pleasure that I do." Th 
words lead Miss Carter's editor to suggest that Miss 
had revised the book. (Garter's Letters, 1819 (3rd ed.) , 
But Lady Bradshaigh read part of it in manuscript, 
one of his letters to that lady, Richardson says of the 
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heavens, which yet lie is to of, is Ml 

to shoot higher lie at a 

his reach." J 

The is naturally a i 

the History f/Sif Charles he wa 

in reality, or lie be fo 

the model which to be, ai 

still in are he! 

to be by the lie !aa be 

almost universally as the 

of a courtesy which has of 

than of genuine benevolence ti 

modern reader who the op 

mind open for 

which might certainly have are i 

summer* s-day pastime, will a litt 

more Indulgently than the critic who M 

impatiently as a self-conscious prig. As his 
biographer justly remarks, is i 

separable from the analytic method ; Sir 
Grandison is not Richardson's solitary in ti 

kind. Like Caiiyle's Monks of Mount Atho% 
his characters are in the habit of morbidly 
gating their internal mechanism. But forgive 
forgive the author's constitutional 
forgive the old-fashioned gallantry which 
(" as calls himself a hero ") to wipe the frc 

a heroine's cheek, and afterwards to the 
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tXji^s*-^l to < HILDA'S a r< I L f A t t'*?; * > I* ^4 ( n k . 
en th T n < liulf. Eve f v* *ly -Wii. Je* 

?^ir Cha/le wt/ 1 i l AH exfe T eat lati^r if a 
"PerLr* me fiirtLer to '^s rve," h? say^ iiiui y ia t 
eon*'!*;*! TI i f a & n\ *iv *j i? in.lt** u ^*n- ra^lj 5< 
*ej,t a:*d 'l*-:i^*\* event; a^ a I> ? f f 7 i ir i J/';/r f <) 

IL -)^ii\-a of LiV carried down Leir-T t j t\e i res 
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8*-fW> of felicity of which human life is capable, must 
be to leave the print-ipal characters happy, and the 
with fair profip^vt* of being so." 

The other letter is headed "Answer to a Letter 
from a Frit-ad, who had objected to Sir Charles 
Grandison's Offer to allow his Daughters by Lady 
Clementina, had his Marriage with, her taken Effect, to 
be educated Roman Catholics." Seeing the marriage 
never came to pa** even in fiction, it might perhaps be 
thought that dix-u^ion on this question was super- 
fluous, to say nothing of the fact that in his concluding 
N<tf to the novel, the author had seemed to deprecate, 
if not absolutely decline, any controversy of the kind. 
But as he received several anonymous letters to the effect 
that lie should have exposed the iniquity of such com- 
promise, he felt bound (and he never loth) to make 
some reply. His defence, as usual, is not an entirely 
satisfactory one, inasmuch as he appears to be opposed 
to the compromise suggested. But he points out that 
surrendered by the other side as well ; 
that, although the circumstances of the case 
compelled his hero "to make some concessions, in com- 
to an excellent woman, who laboured under a 
disorder of mind on hia account," his action was not 
countenanced by Ms judgment. Indeed, he implies 
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that he [Sir <'har3*^j "thought kiffliseli' not unhappy 
that a marriage, to I*' ^ntt-ml into upon sm-h terms, 
t<x>k nut effect ; as well as that it owing tu Clemea- 
tma herself, au'l uui to him, that it did not; frequent 
a ueh compromise are iu mama^-treaties 
people *f different persua*iuii:," Whether this answer 
satisfied hisjcorrexp^u'it'iiU, all of whom were laudably 
zealous fur thv uitn-'m-.ts of tti* 1 I'rote-t;tiit t-aase, 
be doubted, Th*w la 11-0 d*>..ibt, hsiwf ver. that Kichard- 
5*">n valued Mm.-,. -If not a Iittl^, as Mrs., Baiiuukl says, 
u},H hi> ni<-e fondai-t of this uiatttr, and part u 1 ularly 
ii]a his litft-rality to the Cathulif religuni. One 
minor point in couiifctiuii with this letter, B its citation 
of an expression which was later to lj*?couie a hou.s^huM 
word. The phrase, " a Citizen of thf World." is as olu 
as Bacon's Es#ny; but it ia interesting to find it ia 
Richardson only a few years before Goldsmith 
it the title of his collected "Chinese Letters.** Sir 
Charles Graudison, says Luey Selby, "is, in the 
noblest sense, a Citizen of the World," 
By Richardson's admirers. Sir Ckarlei 

welcomed with an applause as great as ac- 

corded to PatmM and Clarissa. Mr, Urban, reviewing 
the first four volumes only, but apparently with fall 
knowledge of the whole, while admitting that the 
events and adventures were few, the narrative 

stood still too long, is eloquent as to their other merits, 
** All the recesses of the human heart are explored, 
and its whole texture unfolded. Such, a knowledge of 
the polite world, of men ami manners, may be acquired 
from an attentive perusal of this work as may in a 
great measure supply the plate, of the tutor 
lxjardiiig-cltooL Youug persons may learn how to 



?/^ji,?iV .>':,, and only ari* at a loss to know that 

means." l.'ihl^r rants as usual, ami drag-*, in JPofn*, 
" Since I wo-slnorn I cannot say, tint In all my ruling 
r<f arifisr'iitH iiilerii;, I ever met with such vanity 
of entertainment; ao much goodness of lusirt, ad so 
indefatigable a capacity to give of it, , . . I 

have the your zeal for it 

[virtue] fieTTes, than be preferred as a poet to a Pop*) 
or his Homer" ! "He [Sir Cliar!t-] skill be my 
zna/ster," says Mr, Edwards of Turrick ; '"and it will 
be my own very great fault, if I ani uot bett-er for his 
to the last day of my life/' There Is much 

to the effect in letters, from which It 

is of BicbaHison's readern of 1754 

did aot their for the alone. 

Perhaps the of this is contained in a 

included the miiseellaneoua corresjKJiidene* 

at South Kensington, and to from an 



ef 
ks 
c* M 



Mrs 



; a 1 



h * 



nt it kas 
J of lii letter* t > Riciuunii*o&, 
a facttrftiit. in bar sisti 
> " aiW)le apon a felt " 



II r A I ** 



for **aifebJ''* 
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m^i >l-bt3f. I'c^r a*te of 2nd M*y 

iioa frma irf^-rtnii.ia, o-'mrig to tti* iiiiprofiag in- 
u<y of Sir <"h.trU-i <}r;4udis<m, th*> 



iuoiutioii fijiiveyr-l Ly t,!i>- d netful catMtroplje wf 
Sir Har^nvv I'.*il*.xft i ri Wh^t live jeafi' 
tion, with ail it.-, alteri'krst wan! an4 3ii4^-Ti*'n -oull 
rit elfe-et, Ki!'!i,,if!:kou%. i?'.,*sl sain *" h<4* ,ti'J* ji v^l , and 
for thn fulurt', virf.ie ai^l hori'iur aw* to I?* 3 ih* .itaraiaxd 
and ^v*'Ttjor <f ;ill tb- writer*^ a.-tiurw. This ii> 



Hat, in ail probability, it was sp**hly f 
some hU-riil :ri!'.i.itj fn.nn the tiutt*.THl ar>) 
author, which, as s^^hly, w*-iit ti a way of that ^nhwa 
thoughtfully dt^jjatt-ht-d every Mtmday by las friends 
to another t-ufureeil rt'Sidt'nt in the Fleet Literties, 
Mr. Eichunl Savage, by whom, as Johnson us, 

It was " commonly spent before the Morning." 

In the first of the two tk* of 

Sir Charles Grannlisou, to which laj 

l 4 ii made, Eit'imnlson the in 

his fiaal volume a delay which 

to ** events, 

violent ? ' 

" by the I with Dublin." He 

himself explained in a 

in September 1753, the He yf 

Samud Riekanljon, of Primer, on fig /VmiaiVa 

o/lw Property in the History of Sir Ck-ixriea Graridisun* 
before Publication, by /a Dublin. H*? 

with George Faulkner, the Dublin Book- 
seller, friend of Swift, to of the 

to be set up, and printed in Dublin. lie had 



authorial edition WAS issued twfure tb j l.x.k had 

appeared iii Lx.Muit.ii, - the pirati>.-al putters-forth being 

Messrs, Kxsbuw, Ws]*ra, and S.iunders of Ihiblin. 

Richard-wii was highly imvusafd, and uu doubt fretted 

sadly,, as! his correspondence sho'v?, t.tvt-r this Invai<<u 

of las I*Toj>erty *' by th* Irish Ilajpar"fs," for which, 

in the existing of the law, it was not 

for Iws friends to offvr any consolation lut 

?'Bi|.atliy. He issued the abovt?-inviiUoii^d ]aiuphU*t, 

jiiale various appeals to his Irish .^*rre,spontlent8, 

but without obtaining any redress. Worse than tins, 

he .^eius to have hati reason to apprehend that the 

aefariou-j fourse would lot in Scotland, and 

copieu would be transmitted to France 

fur 

Aitiong i>th*r commented upon this 

of unjustifiable sliarp practice Arthur 

Murphy, who is No, 3 of bis fiaper, the Gray* 
Jf>f+*il, under his character of * Mr. 

Ra-uger," matl* 1 it the. text of some very sen- 
upou the calamities of authors. After 
to tttesf in g-s-iif ral, aud particularly to that 
dcu^ table for which, *' owing to 

the of the Language," no stronger term is 

piracy, he on - 
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Publication her*-, 

**I am not iiu'lirn^l to cast nafiuna! Efifc'fijoiis, 1/ut 
I avow, thiit I !<*k ii|>n tins tu !* a Bir* 

flagrant, ami atr<-cioas Prvrtila)^ than any I 
h^anl of ftr a !<;Bg Time. Wit b,a.s btvn firi?]j 
'the Owner's Wife, whirh other Men ^njoy,* in 

this Instance, t!^ PhrasMS ap]_*-ar tu m mor*- just than 
ever, as Fart of that Pmfit, wlin-li Mr. 

might justly proniise himself, is rapaciously wiztni 
from him, ast! that too, by tii* s vile Artifk^s of Bribing 
the Authors Servants, whirli is a 1'rai'tii 1 * unworthy 
of th? Member of the Common- Wealth of 

Learning," 

The concludes aa expression nf regret 

that the laws of the land have not siiffint-'iifiy st-curea 

to Authors the property of their wu:rks ; and by thv 

of a burlesque onl*-'r fr^rri PamaAsia, sillied by 

Swift, to thf stutlent.i of Trinity -College. 

Dublin, ecjoiaiag them to Exshaw, Wil*on, 




|,tws t,., lr";,*r,,i, tl,* |.ur:i!* j 'S foiitiuuHl t> undersell 
ua, jy^l h^ jiiait- tut scant protit in tiut island by his 




CHAPTER Til 

USJST AND GENERAL 

ONCE in all probability upon that visit to Bath, with 
Mrs. Kiehardson to which reference was made ia tie 

foregoing chapter the Rev. Richard Graves, Rector 
of Claverton, and afterwards author of the <8>trfaf 
Quixote, met the author of Sir Claries GruruUmn at the 
house of Mr. James Leake, who, it will be remembered, 
was Richardson's brother-in-law. The interview took 
place in the bookseller's parlour, which we may, per- 
haps, fairly assume to have been that pleasant, and 
still existent, vaulted chamber on the " Walks," close 
to Lilliput Alley, which was the favoured resort of 
Fielding's "'Squire Allworthy," Ralph Allen, and 
where Sheridan, later, is said to have written The 
Rivab. 1 Richardson told Mr. Graves that lie was going 
to dine with Mr. Allen at Prior Park. Twenty years 
ago," said he, " I the most obscure man in Great 
Britain, and now I am admitted to the company of the 
first characters in the Kingdom." His exultation was 
pardonable, but exaggerated. Many estimable ^ and 
some distinguished people had recognised his ability, 
but they scarcely constituted the illustrious body to 
whom he compared them. " The doors of the Great were 
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L";I* Tru-^FS t ,f tii* 1 dffum-t "Si:ifty for the 
wvHirJjt of Lrinnru,'* Arthur Onflow, the 
% H>"h:it:lwi h.ii k n own before ho began to 
But f'.:f hi-H :th-r frit-nib, Lady f'radshaixh, 
dy Ev'hlin, tb Ivijriy-*. Mrs. lfc>!m*-l]an, Miss 
\VjwLirt.n, Aii*'n hujj-^lf, Vf.Hing, and so 
- th^y ran hartily I* h!-!<i to justify the de- 
vT?j=t^-ii r/f th*nn w'hiiii he h gu>'ii. That they 
fnrn4> "f a it.jT.-xisi]^ greatly ^i!jt-r;or to that, of those 
hf n.ni:ht kt ! * 'i]**t tl to make h,wl he continued to 
1:*" Tii*.h]ii/ but A Fi*'* ;i t Str^^t printer, ami that be 
j:i3tit'ki'f'iv proud of his rfUUoiiH with them (!w? gave 
lavish vails to Onslow's servants u> ser-iire their re- 
sjswt ) may 1-** e-t'-itf-eds**!, But tli* testimony of the 
mourmag rra^s whu-h h*? left m hw will 

"t ^'*.f* T^ ) 1 1 ^ : T t \ .% 1 ^1^ i r ^S 3k* ^S Hi R ^rC'^l V W ^IS't- Ibt* V i s ^ltl ll W 

lentA ; and it must I* concluded that 
sa^tAntially acenrate in what she 
Sm< 174*>, however, his general jx.ition 

distinctly miprovetl, and his means, without opn- 
?a*y. Hi* buoks, tho?iyh still professedly 
brot.igl.jt him considerable reputation ; 
l !>.*}, in clri coarse, become Master of the 
an offiee, Mrs. Barb&uld, 
bat lucrative," of winch the 
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1743; ami 
Mr, Pratt 
with gfK^l 

Rii'liartl^jii in the Fami 
to ari.se from the ** e/a 
hHulvra'"' ; ami ottcupyi 
the Grange, was not ill-pl rased to have for neighbour 
tenant, at a low rent, a man who was at mice a 
moralist, and a married man without MOOS. But Mr. 
Pratt, to whom Mr. Vanderj>lank"s estate passed from 
his son-in-law, Mr. Gilbert Jodrell, of a diifi-rerit 
temper. Not only did be propow to raise the rent 
from -5 to 40 a year; but he declined to raiakr any 
allowanre for the improvements wlai-ii Ei^ltririlson h;.vl 
effeett-d, among which, it has K-en su^gesteil. the 
famous grotto should perhaps have h*t'ii ii'lu-tieiL 
From an st!sr source we learn that the tramlvi to 
Green, in to the house and garden, 
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him about 1753, says it was in the centre of the 
square, which is not very definite, although it may 
be safely concluded that this could not accurately 
describe a house in a corner, though it might a 
house in the middle of a row. In any case, his 
first house has long disappeared, while the house 
that he moved to in 1755 has now given place to 
Lloyd's Printing-offices. 

The Salisbury Court alterations cost him some 
1400; and from the letter which tells us this, we 
also learn that, at this date, his weekly expenses to 
journeymen, etc., were from 30 to 40, and that, 
in March 1756, his bill for printing the House of 
Commons Journals was still unpaid. X ot many tradi- 
tions linger about Salisbury Court beyond the well- 
known one that he used sometimes to hide a half-crown 
among the types in order to reward the early bird 
among his workmen ; and that, owing to his increasing 
nervousness, and the impenetrable deafness of his fore- 
man, Mr. Tewley, he gradually came to issue all his 
orders in writing. It is usually to this date (1756-57) 
that is assigned the story of his employing Goldsmith 
as a reader or corrector of the press Goldsmith, it is 
said, having been recommended to his notice by a 
disabled master printer whom he was attending in 
his brief experience as a Bankside doctor. Of this 
employment there is a certain confirmation, though 
not a very direct one, in an anecdote related by one 
of Goldsmith's Edinburgh acquaintance, Dr. Farr. 
Goldsmith, says this gentleman, called upon him when 
in London one morning before he was up, dressed " in 
ft rusty full-trimmed black suit," with the pockets 
staffed -with papers like the poet in Garrick's Lethe. 
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He promptly produced part of a niaimsmpt tragedy 
which lie forthwith t>egan to read to his frit-mi, hastily 
obliterating whatever was objected to. At last he 
let out that he had already submitted what he 
written to Mr. 'Richardson, whereupon Ms bearer, 
alarmed for the fate of a possible masterpiece, " per- 
emptorily declined offering another criticism upon the 
performance." It is to this ]*riod in Richardson's 
life, too, that we must assign the familiar story of his 
timely aid to Johnson in durance. Johnson, who 
ailing, wrote to him from Gough. Square, entreating 
his assistance, being, he said, " under an arrest for five 
pounds eighteen shillings." Strahan and Millar were 
not attainable, so he appealed to Richardson, who at 
once despatched the money, docketing the application, in 
his usual business-like way, " March 16, 1756. Sent 
six guineas. Witness, Wm. Richardson," William 
Richardson being the nephew and assistant of whom 
we shall hear later in connection with his will Arthur 
Murphy, who printed Johnson's letter from the original 
then before him (it had previously appeared in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for June 1788), is virtuously 
indignant as to the fact that the remittance only 
exceeded the request by eight shillings. "Had aa 
incident of this kind occurred in one of his Romances, 
Richardson would hare known how to grace his hero; 
but in fictitious scenes generosity costs the writer 
nothing." This is not quite fair. Johnson, aa 
earlier letter shows, had already made demands UT 
Richardson ; and although, as far as we are a- 
never repeated his application, Richardson er 
had no means of knowing whether he wa 
become a chronic borrower a fact w 1 
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justifies him in complying literally with the application 
made to him. 

After G'rawf I'XOH, Richardson essayed no further work 
of fiction. Ills friends, of course, called eagerly for 
more. Would he not give them a bad woman as a 
set-off to his good woman? Then the Widow, the 
Widow was yet unattempted. "I wish to see an 
exemplary widow drop from your pen," writes Lady 
Eehlin ; " a very wicked widow has appeared in print 
lately. An amiable character would be an agreeable 
contrast ; it would shine brightly after that black she- 
uionster, the abominable Widow of the Wood" this 
last being a scandalous pamphlet by Benjamin Victor, 
the Irish laureate and theatrical manager, dealing inci- 
dentally with several well-known Staffordshire families, 
who hastily bought it up. But although Eichardson 
was never well when he had not a pen in his hand, 
and, according to Miss T albot, would have given a good 
deal to be fairly got into the midst of a new work, he 
was not attracted by these suggestions, or by the 
further proposition that he should try his hand at a 
Play. He continued, as before, to correspond at 
enormous length with his friends, of whom many 
still remained to him. Among epistles not hitherto 
enumerated, the South Kensington collection contains 
a series, also not included in Barbauld, from Aaron 
Hill's married daughter, Urania Johnson, now a widow, 
and apparently a very necessitous one. It extends 
from 1750 to 1758. Eichardson seems to have done 
what he could for her both by money gifts and by 
written recommendations. Urania was the most literary 
of the three sisters of Plaistow ; and when we hear of 
"bee for the last time, she has submitted a manuscript 
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novel called Almim tu the author of Pamela and Cla- 
rissa which that incorruptible critic liaa been obliged 
to censure fur lack of delicacy an objection which 
was, of course, most unwillingly received. Another 
unpublished "admirer,'' who occupies a considerable 
portion of two of the Forster folios, i-j a Warwick 
attorney, one Eusebius Sylvester. 1 Mr. Sylvester is 
" B. F." of the Fleet "writ large." He logins by 
flatter}' and applications for moral counsel. These 
latter eventually take the form of requests for pecun- 
iary aid, which Richardson rather unwillingly gives, 
as loans, tempered by advice, and the final non-pay- 
ment of the money brings the correspondence to an 
angry and undignified termination. This Sylvester 
episode exhibits Richardson at his best and at his 
weakest, by showing how readily his native benevo- 
lence became the dupe of his morbid appetite for 
what, upon this occasion, he comes to qualify bitterly 
as the " undesired and officious Applause of his Writ- 
ings," forgetting that in his earliest communication lie 
had welcomed it as "kind and generous Approba- 
tion." The spectacle is scarcely edifying; bat it is 
by no means uncommon, 

After the publication of his novels, Richardson had 
many foreign correspondents. To Pastor John Stinstra, \ 

who translated Clarissa into Dutch, reference has \ 

already been made. Another correspondent was 
Erasmos Reich, the Leipzig librarian, who had vi"*'" 1 
him at North End ; and a third, Gellert the * ' 

i Curiously enough, there is a Mr. Sylvester, " ; 
attorney," in Sir Charlfs Grand'twa. But the real Sjlv 
not seem to haye known Rk-hardson until August 11 
GrandiKm, wa.8 published. Rich&rdauu refers to 
coincidence in. his first tetter to his new Mead. 
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loved; we lielieved that we loved; and a short 

lum* after I rouM *-ven tell Klopstock that I loved." 
Kut th*-y had shii t wait two years. Her mother, a 
widow, c<,mld nut agrre to let her marry a stranger. At 
la-?! the met her relented. We married, and I am the 
iu|>|;* j vt wife in the world In .-wine few months it 
will be four years that I am so happy, and still I dote 
i!pon Klop*u*'k as if he were my bridegroom." A 
subsequent letter gm-s a picture of their married life; 
the progress of his pwrn (now past Its tenth took) 
of whit- h she knows most, M being always present 
at the birth of the young Terws ! " ** You may think 
that |*-r.>iU ^ho love as we do, laaYe no need of two 
; we are ia tht i same," she sitting at 

her mw'dle, w/y still and f uiet, while her husband, with 
eoiapcrses Ins hexameters. Then he reads 
her his " young verses," by whieh she no doubt means 
his first draught, ** suffers her criticisms." In a 
third letter her only fear four years 

likely to be ; site is 

a mother. has on a to 

and to But 

ill BO of separation ; 

she will only tell " A son of my dear 

whrn shall I him ! It is long 

^le fKe r< * *%?*, that jjnniuses do not 
*''*. N''> "h Len at all, lad sons, or 
v ,%^lt. , like ymi and Milton, 
i a M . i. iv with a gt**i heart, witli- 
i :t ^"^i'uvedearly.". . ." When 
* . ii.v i Id. I will write you more 
1 i^ ii r 1 .iff i," But it not to 
ttfr, a i>ri*'f note from a Hanover 
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comv j*mdeiit, announces her death in childbirth. Her 
haUuid, why wrote her epitaph, iurviveii Lrr f<;r f-urtj- 
six years, and only married again very late is life, in 
onl^r to give a kinswoman, who livt-d with him, a 
widow's claim U the rtliilVwrit teu.siuiis lit* eii'oved. 

* a* - 

The remainder of Ki<'hardson'.3 life pre-^ata few in- 
cidents of interest. The only work of any importance, 
hitherto umn^ntumed, which he product wa.s the vol- 
ume entitled J. CiAlf^tif/n nfthr Manila mi Ii^nniii-c^n- 
ti merits, Mil-flam, f'tttttioH*, .i-I R^fl.fj-i;iA. <it!,tain?il in 



.tftti+'f llftv.l,^ with ltefrrru<-v* to thr 
rth in fA*f*' (i ?'/.'>/>.'*, / ?/^ 
It is Sftujetimes supj><!?ed that tins 
was prompted by a request of Johnson, a >upi*xsition 
which is erroneous, \\lientlie fourth, or 17.M, edition 
of Onrismi came out, it only provided with a 

geleetion of the u Moral and Instructive Sentiments n 
which it contained.; and Johnson pressed in 
for an index rerum, which would enable the to 

find readily any incident to which he to refer. 

It was probably ia response to his suggestion, which 

renewed when Johnson received the 
of Sir CfMflfs Grandiaon, that that novel provided, 
not only with a table of the ** Sirnilies, Allusions/"' 
but with a closely-packed "Index Historical 
Cbameteristieai " of more than one hundred pages. In 
the volume of which the title is above transcribed, the 
moral and instructive element comes again to the front, 
and the book includes little or no information as to 
the characters or occurrences in the stories. As a 
writer, Richardson cannot rank either with 
Pascal or Vauvenargues, indeed the very qualities of 
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who translated Pamela and Orundison, over which. 
latter work, and Clafis&.i, according to his own confes- 
sion, he had u wept away some of the most remarkable 
hours of his life, in a sort of delicious misery.'' But the 
most interesting of this group is Mrs. Klopstock, the 
young arid not-long-wedded wife of the author of 
the Messiah, who first wrote to Richardson in 1757. 
Apparently he had heard much of her husband through 
a certain Major Honors t, who had visited North End, 
and composed an Ode on the death of Clarissa. As " the 
single young girl," she says, in her pretty broken 
English, she had not dared to write to the novelist ; 
but as the wife of Klopstock, she thinks she may, and 
she does. Her first letter, which is also her first letter 
In English (" French is too fade a language to use"), is 
dated 29th November, and is written to thank him for 
dd'rmm and Gmndison. She had wanted him to write 
a a matdy [male?] Clarissa," and he has written one in 
GrandisoH. " 2sow you can write no more, you must 
write the history of an Angel." Richardson replies by 
asking her for the brief history of her attachments, her 
pursuits, her alliances. He wishes "to know every- 
thing a relation would wish to know of his deax Ham- 
burg kindred." Thereupon she rejoins "You will 
know all what concerns me. Love, dear Sir, is all 
what me concerns ! And love shall be all what I will 
tell you in this letter." One happy night she had read 
the Messiah, (she writes), and next day was informed 
by one of Klopstoek's friends that it was by Klopstock. 
u I believe, I fell immediately in love with him. At 
the least, my thoughts were ever with him filled, 
because his friend told me very much of his 
But she had no hopes of ever seeing him, 
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until she heard, quite unexpectedly, that he would pass 
through Hamburg. Upon this, she wrote immediately 
to Klopstock's friend "for procuring by his means 
that she might see the author of the Memah, when in 
Hamburg." The result was that Klopstock called upon 
her. "I must confess," she goes on, "that, though 
greatly prepossessed of his qualities, I never thought 
him. the amiable youth whom I found him. This 
made its effect. After having seen him two hours, I 
was obliged to pass the evening in a company, which 
never had been so wearisome to me. I could not speak, 
I could not play ; I thought I saw nothing but Klop- 
stock. I saw him the next day, and the following, 
and we were very seriously friends. But the fourth 
day he departed. It was a strong hour the hour of his 
departure ! He wrote soon after, and from that time 
our correspondence began to be a very diligent one. I 
sincerely believed my love to be friendship. I spoke 
with my friends of nothing but Klopstock, and showed 
his letters. They raillied at me, and said I was in love. 
I raillied them again, and said they must have a very 
friendshipless heart, if they had no idea of friendship 
to a man as well as to a woman. Thus it continued eight 
months, in which time my friends found as much love 
in Klopstock's letters as in me. I perceived itKkewise, 
but I would not believe it. At last Klopstock said 
plainly, that he loved, and I startled as for a wrong 
thing. I answered, that it was no love, but friendship, 
as it was what I felt for him; we had not seen one 
another enough to love (as if love must have more time 
than friendship ! ) " A year after they had first seen 
each other, Klopstock came again to Hamburg, and 
the letter proceeds ""We saw, we were friends, w/ 
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his style preclude him from presenting his thoughts 
with jpitJiiJH' precision; but there is naturally much 
plain sfiis** in his utttTani-r.s, and the fervent Richard- 
smian wnuld have no dimVulty in constructing a se- 

Itftiou of rt's|*rt'ULl\ if rather trite, aphorisms from 
his four hmulml pages. 

Here are a few dispersed specimens : 

" Great men do evil, and leave it to their Flatterers 

to tind a reason for it afterwards.' 1 

"' True Generosity is more than Politeness, it is more 
than good Faith, it is more than Honour, it is more 
than Justice ; since all these are but duties." 

M People who find their anger has made them con- 
siderable, will seldom IK? pleased." 

" Great sentiments uttered with dignity by a good 
person, gives, as it were, a visibility to the soul." 

u The art of governing the under-bred lies more in 
looks than in words." 

'* The lower class of people are ever aiming at the 
stupid wonderful." 

u Persons who by their rashness have made a breach in 
their duty, should not enlarge, it by their impatience." 

*'To reform by an enemy's malevolence, is the 
noblest revenge in the -world." 

" He that would act more greatly than a prince, 
may, before he is aware, be less than a gentleman.'' 

" Extraordinary merit has some forfeitures to pay." 

All bat the last two of the above are taken from 
Here is an astounding one from Pamela : 

" It is not beneath a person of the highest quality to 
comfort one of low degree, who is contending 
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with sickness, or who is straggling in the pangs of 
death.'' 

At the end of the book to which is prefixed a Preface 
u by a Friend " (\Varburtoin, Richardson reprinted the 
two letters about Grandison of which an account was 
given in the previous chapter. 

In 17.77 his eldest daughter, Mary, was married to 
Mr. Philip Ditcher, a respectable surgeon at Bath, 
whose acquaintance she had no doubt made upon that 
visit to Xash's city, from which, four years before, her 
parents had fetched her lack at the time of the Dublin 
piracies. It "was a good match; though Richardson 
grumbled a little, partly, it seems, because Miss Polly 
had consoled herself for the loss of an old love rather 
more expeditiously than was seemly in her father's 
daughter. " Mr. Ditcher's Task was as easy as he 
could wish : Too easy, I think, between you and me, 
considering another affair was so recently gone off," 
says a letter to Mrs. Chapone in June 1758. But 
nothing much could really be offered in the way of 
objection. "He [Richardson] now, " writes Mrs. Bar- 
bauld, " allowed himself some relaxation from business ; 
and only attended from time to time, his printing- 
offices in London, He often regretted that he had 
only females to whom to transfer his business ; how- 
ever, he had taken in to assist him a nephew [this was 
the William Richardson who witnessed the loan to 
Johnson], who relieved him from the more burdensome 
cares of it, and who eventually succeeded him." Three 
years after Polly's marriage, he entered into partner- 
ship with Miss Catherine Lintot, only daughter and 
heiress of Henry Lintot, son of Pope's publisher. Miss 
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Lintot was another of the young ladies to whom, from 
one of his letters to her, he seems to have stood in loco 
jwmifX and he pure-hawed a inoifty of her Patent of 
Law Printer to the Kiny, an arrangement which 
nwe.ssit.at.ed the transfer of Miss Lintot's share of the 
business from the. Suvoy to Richardson's premises IB 
Whit* 1 Lynn Court He was iiow comfortably off, and 
able to make provision for his family. But he was no 
longer young, being iu fact over seventy, besides being 
enfeebled by obscure nervous disorders, and a life of 
prolonged application. Apparently, also, he suffered 
from insomnia. " Bad Rest is my Misfortune and 
aiy .Days unhappy," he tells Mrs. Chapoiie. 
" Sad, writing ! a < 'ourse of terrible Nights ! " he 
again in the above-mentioned letter to Miss 
Lintot, which is dated September 17."$. In July 1761 
lie attacked by apoplexy. His illness is thus 

referred to in a letter from Miss Talbot to Mrs. 
( 'arter : " Poor Mr. Richardson was seized on Sunday 
evening with a most severe paralytic stroke. ... It 
pleasantly upoa my mind, that the last morning 
we spent together was particularly friendly, and quiet, 
and comfortable. It was the 28th of May he looked 
then so well ! One lias long apprehended some stroke 
of this kind ; the disease made its gradual approaches 
by that heaviness which clouded the cheerfulness of 
his conversation, that used to be so lively and so 
instructive ; by the encreased. tremblings which unfitted 
hand so peculiarly formed to guide the pen ; 1 

* " Fer years befera hi* death," ys Mrs. Barfoauid, "he 
mcst lift quantity of a small glass of wine to his 

pat into a ttuabW, withoat assistance" (Corr. 
Hat, i. etas.}. 
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and by, perhaps, the querulousness of teiujter. most 

certainly not natural to so sweet and so enlarged a 
mind, which you and I have lately lamented, as 
making his family at times not so comfortable as 
his principles, his study, and bis delight to diffuse 
happiness wherever lie could, would otherwise have 
done." This it-tier was written on the L'nd July. On 
the 4th Richardson died at Parson's (irt-Hi, and wus 
buried in the central aisle of St. Bride's where also 
lies his famous predecessor, Wyiikyu de Worde), by 
the side of his first wife, Martha Wilde. His tomb- 
stone, which records the burial of several other 
members of his family, is near the pulpit There is 
also a brass mural tablet in the church, erected to 
Ms memory in 1&89 by a member of the Court of 
the Stationers' Company. 

His will, which was made in 1757 upon the marriage 
of his daughter Mary, is a characteristic production, 
very lengthy, and having four codicils. By some un- 
accountable lapse it was misdated 1727, an error which 
had of course to be rectified by deposition. Two of the 
witnesses were Miss Lintot, then about oae-and-twenty, 
and Henry Campbell, no doubt the grown-up little boy, 
who had exhibited so precocious an appreciation of 
Pa-tnela. The funeral was to be "frugally performed."' 
The expenses were not to exceed 30 to his family, and 
he was to be " interred [if the circumstances permitted] 
with the remains of his late excellent wife Martha." 1 
Besides the mourning rings already mentioned, there 
were bequests to the children of his brothers Benjamin 
and William, for whom he had probably always been 
the rich man of the family. His widow was one of the 
Executors, her brother Allington and Andrew Millar 
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Ms s-?er jKKeived ttet In- nire 

t -t* If fee no, it k smreSy odd 

of %il IB th* world, have 
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liavin,' in his land the little board whereon lie 
aivu.-.tuiiiHil t*.i prr|are tlif^st 4 ymrtf) of corre- 

sp..udfi.u* of which tlie are so many at 

South Kriir-iingtoB, and wLit'li, when fiaislied, 
liail>4 tu I'atty or William to traaaml*?. To coia- 
pfei* 4 the list of {i-ertKiits, it should 1* aildecl ia 
IQMl a bust of Richardson by Sir. (ieorge Frain|te>n, 
A.Fl.A. t wa,s plated In the St. Bride Foundation 
Institute in Fl?t Street, which ha* been described 
ag staadmj,! aliu<:.st on the very sjx>t where the novel- 
isst lived and worked. 

Of his first wife, Martha Wilde, died long be- 
fore he attained to fame a,s a writer, we little 
or nothing layout! !en recorded. 
Of her are aaturallj 
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havii>^ l"**n ! .v it'/ ^<*tl t.y thf Misldfri d^ath, at Par^Dii'-s 
liit'C'-i. c f > !ir j i' Vr i^ irried daughters when on a visit 
tlie** 1 , It efeVi-tFil-Hkt wiili a wiih expressed in her 
will, she was Imriwl by fe-er liiislarid at St. Bride's. 
Of Riohanlson'* five daughters, four survived Mm, 
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Mary, or Fully, who, a,-* V. rradv mfuTiom-d, m.irn^r! 
Mr. iMt'tii:"? of Bath, ami di^i a, widow IB 17-"*,'$; 
Martha, or Fatty, marnvd in 17'>- t.. Mr, Ed *,! 
!!ntlg*nh a London i 
to Mr. <'ruwt-li* i r, a 
Ante, .'T N a)!-' v. ivh' 




r>--t o 

/uMir ^..-u uf ti;* 1 
ri'I^' n shrti 1'Jth 
Ft-bnury 17s", > that the iiKirn-l iLiugliU'rwho dir4 
at Par.-ou's firwis, m 177.'>, if Mrs, ('liij^ue !> c^rwt, 
must have l*rn Mrs, 1'ruwtl.fr. Wh^n .V?r Clvirle* 
Gnmdim/m publish^!, Mar,-, the eldest, was only 

twenty, so they can have Wri httle more tlwui 

C'hililrea during the fit'iii! of th^ir fatLe/-* greatest 
literary activity; and tht> wjort:, MH^'- current, 
Fatty a.r'.j^tt'd him in tin- pnjdnctiou tf O'irin, 13 
sutiicit^itly n^iiativHil by the fat-t that she was only 
twelve when {.'IttrixiM w;ia jmblished. I*at<?r, however, 
she sec-ins to have l^eii Ins favuurel 
According to her Imsbaiiti, slit' not oiily duly 
the letter.-} of Kic-hardson's fom^ii rorr^sjx.niik'iits, but 
replied to many of thus? in England. ** .She wrote 
great jud^nent, rt'fined senti merit, ami in a style 
remarkably correct elegant." 1 A nut her favoured 
was Anne, but they wt-rv all wcasiunally 
euiisteil. They were very carefully brought up by 
their parents, vho hatl pronoiiiieetl views on domestic 

i Tbd* i pnu-tkally ewn&mi fey Mrs. Klopstin-k, wfen Vjcs 
EkkaRi*'*.. If writing h ias.M;'niHJodk>ur to him, *" u> dkmte 
only to Mr. Fatty," who, as sfe told by Major 

"write* M [!Ik3 k tatter." 
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tudy. 
Ol Hi*'hard.-.on"s work, iuu/li, of necessity, 

said in the tlirvt* chapters of this which are 

ropertnvly dw^tfd ttj la.* three novels; 

plafe. it only rt'inaius to some 

iip.>fj tiuat subject, as B'tvll aa the 

t'hara'ttT of his inti uen.ee u^xjn the writers fol- 

luwwi iiiiii both in this country and As to his 

work, it would i* idle to pretend of 

not rtibb*d it of much of its 

brought into stronger light which, 

in its first novelty, overlooked or condoned. 

"* 'No i.si'.e " wrote Fielding " will ctmtend that the 
epLsTo'.iry Style is in general the most |;TO|*T to a 
Novvh>t " ; and what Fielding said in 1747 has been ea- 
dor*t-';l by tljH gn-at mujority of his sat'ct-Hsorji in the art 
of tirtion. Then Kirhardson's estraonlinary 
and niordinii** 1 prolixity, l':>th of which j>ecnliarities were 
fully ret'ogni^fd by his oonte ui|}raries by himself, 
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to* by, wh*n, with tl 

lai'ipa*,'** tf literature 

paiiMon and Ivisurel 

cu!tu-,t)f the >horu-iit. aii-i th* .. 

llwHt' !rawf:-34'k.^ uf marinT a 

further dillk'ulty that thr authsii', who h,w 

down to j*>.stenty as tin? tifst t>f our l(tnj.^ta.: nuvt-h^ts, 

peraist^l in rrganljug !ujns*'If pnmanlv as a moralist 

and pn* at- hr, and, to this end, hurtifu-U Ins t*xt with 

a of matter tiiLi*'tu: ami liortatcsry, which, despite 

Johnson's iiittum, it u to U-lnevt? th* 1 hulk of his 

unless they were widely different from the 

of all rt-ally prizwi abve the 

tiie story. Mrs, Elizalx-th Carter, wlioha4 

ujjon duelling, may Lave caml for the 

u|n topic; ami Miss Hester Miilso 

have bt*n inttfrested in the pages dealing with 

authority ; but we suspect that Mrs, Townly, 

the and Lutestring, the seamstress, 

to Clarissa Ilariowe 

Lovelace, and whether Clementina 

or Harriet Byron would ultimately siiccel in marrying 

Sir Charles. And if things felt by the 

rst they must be felt more 

ever by the of to-day, who, having come 

a not inheritance of fiction in the 

are by no bound to burden themselves 

the and superfluities of the pioneers in the 

It be, as it sometimes asserted, that there 

is a ia favour of the Richartlsonian 

* At per ( 

2BBI July 
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sluwtL* t'i h a 1 If^vt e-i.^1 ' luu* i 3 ^r^^L*, 
to fi." 1 . % t!'f ]r ^r .. f a . - t. , . i I -/.. 
iM^jt^ L i^ 1 m iitd, t 4-sto ^ ive ,* > ^^x*!* 1 i, t 
words ne ithvr heai. lay, nor mlH l*-hmd hnu until 
he had traced its w.nidm^s and Lu<l it duwn in his 
chart, with all its mhmt j sujuositi*^. its depths and 
shallows," AddM to thi>. thr-rf was a scimethiag ia 
hi^ nervoa*, liigli-strmig cvn^tittstion a feminine 
as it were which made him an unrivalled 
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With uiiprwfctit'HtfU "t/giit*of LjrLani.-son uunng 

years of Ids life, it nn^lit be suj>jK>sed that 

he be by a host of iiuiuturs. In Lis 

own country, however, his mfiuPiM-e is in.t so iaark i *,l!y 

jx? rceplible as it might have b*f n, had 1'ii.s genius Ix-en 

less indiviilual, ami his artistic inrth<*l mort- worthy of 

emalatioii- With him, no duubt, the stream of iti- 

has its original fount origin; but its eours* 

mcxlified by other tendencies., and diverted into 

different channel*. Hence, it is nut entirely easy to 

to tins or write?, espmally to this or 

writer who follows, to say that lie 

by the author of Sir Charles GruwMxni 

Sterae no doubt came after him, and 

dealt, among other things, with sentiment 

But, at its best, Sterne's sentiment ia sentiment with a 

a of an essence far subtler than 

in smiling, a queer con- 

its Of Brooke's FuolofQ-nalitg 

Kiagsley 
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praises for its " grand ethics," and its " absence of 
sentirnentalism " [?] it may indeed be affirmed that it 
shows the influence of Richardson, since it abounds 
both in weeping and moralities ; l and something of the 
same kind may be advanced of Henry Mackenzie's 
Man of Feeling, except that if Mackenzie is the disciple 
of Richardson, he has absorbed him through Sterne. 2 
Both the Man of Feeling and the Fool of Quality have, 
however, as pointed out by Miss Thomson, one 
affinity with Richardson, they are preoccupied with 
questions of education, although this, as she is also 
careful to note, they may owe to Rousseau. But 
neither Mackenzie (in the Man of Feeling}, nor Brooke, 
chose the epistolary style for their perf ormances, as did 
that avowed Richardsonian, Miss Burney. Richard- 
son's novels had been the passion of her (Miss Burney's) 
girlhood, and her first book, Evelina, is written in 
letters. But although Johnson protested that there 
were passages in it which might do honour to the 
author of Clarissa, he also, by comparing her Holborn 
beau to Fielding, indicated sufficiently that Richardson's 
influence was intermixed with other influences which 

1 Brooke is occasionally almost reminiscent of Richardson. 
Of his hero, Harry Clinton, a character says: "Let me go, 
let me go from this place. The boy will absolutely kill ine if 
I stay any longer. He overpowers, ho suffocates me with the 
weight of his sentiments." This is quite in the Harriet Byron 
vein: "0 my Aunt! be so 'good as to let the servants prepare 
my apartments at Selby House. There is no living within the 
blazing glory of this man." 

2 The introduction nevertheless seems intended to suggest 
kinship with Richardson: "Had the name of a Marmontel or 
a Richardson been on the title-page, 'tis odds that I should 
have wept." Mackenzie's Julia de Rou'bigne, it may be added, 
is in letters. 



200 SAMUEL 




m 1>7 - 

."! .Mtllit', I 


" H i 
, t I" 


i ai ' i < . , ,'u*. t- 

*'. > 1 , * ' ,t* I t* 1 -I* f 
i.t t,t!l,u ^,.f tl^ ,J!fUt. .n i t H.i.tj 



from that gt eat nu.-.t^r." !>at, althotigh Mi.-.^ Aii-.it'R 

t< chose t!i-' "epistolai-y -st \ U- "" f.r th* 1 tir^t form 

of Sense timl XeHxtfiility, the fonu^-tion !*-twet'ii her 

raftsmafl.shi|> ,'iin.i that of Rk'hanison is 

very inanif'3t. Whatever sh* got from him 

bwpn siiW'tffied intxi ^ornetlaii^ rar^r and 

refined, leaving nothing appreciable except the 

common attribute^ of minute imagination au-i mental 

analysis. 

One of the causes which no doubt tended to diminish 

or modify the influence of Richardson in his own 

country, the fact that Fielding ami Smollett w*-re 

exerting considerable influence in a different 

direction. But in France, where Fielding liri spite 

of Mr. Defreval) was imperfectly luiderstfxnl, and 

Smollett almost unknown, and where Marivaux had 

prepared the ground for the novel of 

Kicharilson's welcome was iiiim^diate and 

Aisled, in some measure, by that gentle 

to which his " parts of spt-eeh " had. bet.-n 

he at onee obtained a curwncy which w:ts 

nnexampled, especially when it is remem- 

England were, for the moment, 

Richardson's preface to 
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l*ji tetter, igr Pwrt 

IP-Muds] i rriaian d'*s 

i.iae, qai !'iM*c-ik d* FM-fToir i fe>a 

a la, 4e la, Ba.*Bn*i# qai a ea M 

Irs-sf-teaa !iis dw <>a l'.J is* 

la $fe ifte'tsiit* mat*;a.." iSwrtx its 

frtvnst, P*ri^, 17*4, i- i^i.). Why Pr#*'?*if, Ii sot sssxiiff or 
this isjiKik-a-iBS is difeeail to 

l's diUwB, 1875, v&L v. 
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iea. His admiration 
thai he is wearisome. * You 
tedious! Have you the a f'.n\'u 
attrntjm, the liiauuruvruj;; that 
fore the. humblest enterprise taa I** brought to a 
:>iu'i > e-*sfu! i.ssue -before a lawsuit ntii !> en. 1ft, a 
arranged, a reeuunlij.tiuu ettVrtrd '.' Th;iik 
vosi jilfae of the.** ilttuiU; but they will }* 
interesting to me, if tliey are true, if th*y t-all 
into play, if they t i xhi).nt cliarat.-tt i r. '! 
are coruinonplairf/ say yon; "this is what we stt- 
everyday?' You are wrong; it w what hapj^ns 
every day before your ey<*, witlioiit jour ever |*'r- 
eetving it. . . . Know t!::it it Is upon this miiltituiie 
of little illusion depends ; it is very difficult 

to them: it is Ii.irder still to reproduce thfiu." 

There is more: of Bkliardsoa's analytic- power, 
of his faa-ination for the writt-r. ** O I'vhardson, 
Ricliardson man unique in my eyes, you skill V wy 
reading at all times ! *' Fort-ed by nti'eiwity, he will 
his books. But Kichardson lie will keep on the 
shelf as Moses, Homer, Euripides, and Sophorles ; 
he will study them by turns. 

Diderot praised Richardson Kit- 1 irdson con- 

firmed Ms own theories ; Voltaire, on the other hand, 

despite his own effort of 3T<inie, depreciated him 

his views were opposed to those which he 

advocated. But, in 1760, just a year before 

death had prompted the dithyrambs of 

a novel by a writer as as either, 

La HeMse. That Rousseau was influenced by 

lie went beyond him in style, that he 

Ms a mtare-worsMp which lie had 
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1 It mtit, of coarse, the view of tfoe *'>.?."'* f2-r< 

September 17*51, wlikii cosijarwi ihe tw<> writers. \',..r 
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2S* SAMl KI. K 

Richardson's works, lie wrote, >jv irn 
they were nature, t;i*tt\ and n-Ii^iim. 

Homer amimg Christians, Sl]>'lu,r4 
immortal still. GelWt wvur further; 
in a lung uovt-1 railt-d l 
(ifflfoi TOM G. Ht-rnn-.-*. 
host of minor imitators, of whom th** hi 
found in Eridi Schmidt, 1 folli-vveil .-suit, 
French, they too carried Ri-hanltn i\> the sta^e. 
Wieland tw>i: Clementina for the theme of a trajieily ; 
and Lessing's ejKX'h-raaking tlmma of Jf Smm ^YUPJ*. 
a, among other English iiiftueni-e*. i-Varly I set rays 
the study of C7art*w, while Colfridg*' tnis-rs Richard- 

in the R($.>ben of S*hillt*r. lastly, is th* 1 Grtimli- 
der of Musa?as, he suffered the fienalty (if 

Teutonic parody. 

w<i Guthe, 1875, 
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